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AND PARODONTAL DISEASE IN 
ANIMALS* 
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1 understood that when your’ Society 


expressed a wish to hold this meeting at the 
College the main reason was a desire to see 
the collection of specimens in the Odontological 
Section. I therefore do not propose to trespass 
on your time by reading a paper of Caries and 
Parodontal Disease and I am going to content 
myself by describing, briefly, by the aid of 
lantern slides, some of the features of these 
diseases as seen in the lower animals, 

The term caries as understood in dental 
pathology is used to designate a progressive 
destruction of the tooth tissue brought about by 
the agency of micro-organisms. The condition 
is to be differentiated from loss of the tooth 
tissue either (i) by the process of absorption 
or (ii) by friction—that is, by attrition or 
abrasion. 

From the clinical aspect caries may start in 
(a) the enamel, or (0) the cement or dentine. 
When caries starts in the enamel the initial 
lesion is invariably in a position which provides 
a lodgment for food or other matter. A small 
breach is made through the enamel into the 
dentine, where the carious process proceeds 
more rapidly; the enamel is undermined and, 
with the loss of tissue, a cavity is formed which 
is wider inside than at the orifice and its depth 
is usually greater than its breadth. 

With caries starting in the cement or dentine 
the tendency is for the disease to spread super- 
ficially rather than burrow, the cavity formed 
being usually of a shallow-saucer shape. The 
initial lesion is frequently in a position where 
food is not likely to lodge. 

The generally accepted view of caries is that 
it is due to (@) solution of the lime salts by 
acids formed from the fermentation of food- 
stuffs, followed by (b) the liquefaction of the 
remaining organic matter by the action of 
micro-organisms. This view, first put forward 
by W. D. Miller, has been, during recent years, 
subjected to much criticism; but I venture to 
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assert that as regards caries starting in the 
enamel no_ satisfactory evidence has been 
adduced to prove that his view is incorrect. 
There is, however, some ground for thinking 
that caries commencing in the cement or dentine 
is not always to be attributed to the same 
process as caries starting in the enamel, 

In my investigations into caries in the 
Primates I found that in the captive animal the 
disease invariably starts in the enamel, the 
favourite sites being the fissures in the occlusal 
surface and the pits in the internal and external 
surfaces. In animals from the wild state the 
disease starts as a rule in the dentine after 
being exposed by attrition or fracture of the 
enamel or in the cement after this tissue has 
been stripped of its periosteal covering. 

In the captive animal the clinical appearances 
are similar to those seen in Man. Caries of 
the incisors is rare in the captive animal. In 
the monkey from the wild state the disease, 
in the large majority of cases, starts on the 
approximal surfaces of the incisors, and always 
follows exposure of the dentine by attrition or 
fracture of the enamel. 

It will be noted, therefore, that the clinical 
features are different in the captive and the 
animal from the wild state; in the former the 
disease attacks the enamel and in the latter 
the dentine or cement. It would seem clear 
that the food which lodges about the teeth of 
the animal from the wild state does not produce, 
when undergoing fermentation, an acid capable 
of attacking the enamel. Caries in the animal 
from the wild state seems to be more prevalent 
in animals from certain districts; for example, 
in 76 specimens of Cercopithecus mona grayi 
from the Batouri District, Cameroons, there 
were 17 cases of caries ane in six out of eleven 
specimens of Cebus azare from Chapada, Matto 
Grosso, Brazil. 

Caries, as seen in the Horse, starts either 
(2) on the approximal surface which is covered 
by cement or (0) in the small canals which are 
at times present in the anterior and posterior 
lacunal lakes on the occlusal surfaces of the 
teeth. I have not seen a case where the disease 
started in the enamel. 

From a study of the disease in the wild and 
the captive animal I am inclined to think that 
caries may be brought about either by (@) an 
attack primarily on the inorganic part of the 
tooth the attacking agent being an acid, or (0b) 
an attack primarily on the organic matter the 
later being destroyed by the action of an enzyme 
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in the food; the former is the case when the 
disease starts in the enamel, the latter when 
in the dentine or cement. 

Parodontal disease as understood in the prac- 
tice of dentistry is a slow progressive destruc- 
tion of the supporting structures of the teeth. 
This condition has been variously designated 
Rigg’s disease, pyorrheea alveolaris, alveolar 
osteitis, periodontal disease, etc., etc. None of 
these terms is really descriptive of the 
pathological process, but as the adoption of a 
name is convenient the term parodontal disease 
will be used as it seems to be more distinctive 
and covers all the tissues involved. 

In order to evaluate the observations which 
have been made on the animals, it will be of 
some assistance if we review, briefly, the morbid 
anatomy of the disease as seen in Man. Nor- 
mally, the alveolar process and the tooth sockets 
are everywhere lined with a fairly dense layer 
of bone. The initial lesion is a slight destruction 
of this layer covering the approximal spaces. 
As the destruction of the bone proceeds the 
outer and inner plates of the alveolar process 
become involved, but, as a rule, the loss of 
tissue is greater between the teeth than on the 
external and internal aspects. The disease 
tends to spread more rapidly in the maxilla 
than in the mandible, due to the bone of the 
maxilla being of a much more cancellous 
character than that of the mandible. The 
destruction of the bone does not proceed at an 
equal rate around all the teeth, but is, as a 
rule, more marked in those positions where food 
is likely to lodge. 

In the wild animal kept in capitivity a 
similar series of stages can be traced and 
excellent examples are to be seen in the skulls 
and mandibles of Kangeroos and Wallabies in 
the collection. In these animals the disease 


1. 

Paradoxurus larvatus.—(Masked Paradoxure).— . 
In this specimen the destruction of the bone in 
the maxilla is more advanced than in the 
mandible. 


does not spread so rapidly in the maxilla as 
is the case in Man, the maxilla being of a 
much denser character. This variation in the 
spread of the disease in the maxilla and the man- 
dible can be best observed in the Carnivores; 
an example is shown in Fig. 1. The specimen 
was prepared from a Masked Paradoxure; it 
will be noted that the disease is more marked 
around the maxillary teeth and that there are 
definite signs of rarefying osteitis. In the man- 
dible the disease is not so far advanced, and 
the margin of the bone is thickened—a sign 
that the bone of the mandible is more resistant 
than that of the maxilla. 

The disease, as it increases, tends to spread 
beyond the limits of the teeth into the body of 
the bone; this is shown in the skull of a Wolf 
(Fig. 2). The bone around the maxillary fourth 
premolar has almost disappeared; the cup-like 
absorption of the socket is well seen, and the 
spread of infection into the adjacent bone 
demonstrated by the wide area of rarefying 
osteitis. In the mandible the disease is not so 
advanced, and here again, as in the specimen 
of the Paradoxure, the outer layer of bone does 
not show signs of rarefying osteitis. 


Fia. 2. 
Canis lupus.—(Wolf).—This specimen shows 
widespread infection of the bone in the region of 
the maxillary fourth premolar. 


Parodontal disease is common in Herbivores 
kept in captivity, and specimens show a fair 
degree of variation in the way the disease 
progresses. In many of the Herbivores the 
bone of the maxilla is of a dense character, and 
this seems to restrict the spread of the disease. 
The skull of a Panolia Deer (Fig. 3) is a good 
example of the localisation of the disease. The 
alveolar process has been extensively destroyed, 
more especially in the neighbourhood of the 
first molars. The more rapid disappearance of 
the bone between the teeth compared with the 
bone destruction on the external aspects is very 
marked, and a point to be noticed is that 
rarefying osteitis is almost, if not entirely, 
absent. This type of bone destruction is mostly 
seen in cases where the lesion is due to food 
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Fia. 3. 
; Rucervus Eldii.—(Panolia Deer).—The destruc- 
tion of the bone is most marked in the region 
of the first molar. 


packing without any marked amount of added 
infection. 

The Horse affords us the most complete 
picture of the disease, and in the collection we 
have an excellent series of specimens showing 
the, progress of the disease from the earliest 
stage to the most advanced condition. If the 
normal mouth of the Horse is examined, the 
muco-periosteum will be seen to fit snugly into 
the interproximal areas. The first sign of 
trouble is the destruction of the muco-peri- 
osteum at the interproximal areas, with the 
result that a triangular cavity is formed which 
may harbour a grain of corn, a litt’e chaffed 
hay, or other material. At this stage the 
muco-periosteum appears to be only slightly 
inflamed. The triangular cavity gradually in- 
creases in size, the periodontal membrane 
becoming more and more involved, and with the 
increase in the size of the space there is a 
greater accumulation of débris. The muco- 
periosteum becomes thickened, and there is a 
profuse discharge around the teeth. As the 
trouble advances the teeth tend to separate and 
food wedges between them; the destruction of 
the bone continues; the teeth loosen; the infec- 
tion spreads in the maxilla to the sinus, where 
it sets up suppuration, and in the mandible to 


the body of the bone, where it often causes an - 


abscess, Illustrations, Figs. 4,5 and 6, show some 
of the stages of the disease in the Horse. 

An irregular arrangement of the teeth does 
not necessarily cause parodontal disease, but 
should food be taken which is liable to cling 
about the teeth the “‘ catchment areas” formed 
by the irregular arrangement constitute a 
ready-made harbourage for food débris. The 
Suricate affords an excellent illustration of the 
relation between the arrangement of the teeth 
and the development of the disease. In this 
animal and its allies the mandible is more 


affected at an early stage than the maxilla. 
The external surfaces of the cheek teeth in the 
maxilla present an even and regular surface, 


Fia. 4. 

Equus caballus.—(Horse).—A specimen with 
the muco-periosteum in place. The teeth are 
carious. The first stage of parodontal disease is 
shown in the slight destruction of the muco- 
periosteum between the last molars on the right 
side of the illustration. 


Fia. 5. 
_ Equus caballus.—(Horse).—A specimen show- 
ing the spaces filled with fodder. 
B 
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6. 
Equus caballus.—-(Horse).—-From an advanced 
case of parodontal disease. The director leads 
to the sinus. 


but in the mandible the teeth overlap slightly. 
Food is therefore more likely to lodge around 
the mandibular teeth than about the maxillary 
teeth. Suricates in the wild state are immune 
from the disease. It is clear that, in the wild 
state, an irregular arrangement of the teeth is 
not in itself harmful to the animal, at any rate 
so long as the diet is of a suitable character 
and does not cling about the teeth. 

Time will not allow me to discuss the etiology 
of the disease but inasmuch as animals ,from 
the wild state are practically free from the 
generalised destruction of the alveolar bone 
seen in captive animals it would seem that the 
cause of the disease is due to an alteration in 
the character of the food, which may be of a 
chemical or physical nature. 

I will close my remarks by a reference to 
the disease as seen in the Gorilla and the 
Golden Mole. The Gorilla is found in West 
‘quatorial Africa and in certain forest regions 
in East Africa. The former is sometimes re- 
ferred to as the Coast Gorilla and the latter 
as the Mountain Gorilla. In the view of certain 
zoologists there are three species of the Moun- 
tain Gorilla: G. berengei from the region of the 
Birunga volcanoes, G. graueri from the neigh- 
bourhood of Lake Tanganyika, and G. rez- 
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pyhmaeorum from the Ituri Forest. In the 
animal from the region of the Birunga volcanoes 
there are often large “ food spaces” between 
the teeth, 16 specimens out of 36 showing this 
condition. The specimens from the region of 
Lake Tanganyika and the Ituri Forest are free 
from “ food spaces”; in both these places there 
is no bamboo but in the region of the Birunga 
there is a plentiful supply and the young shoots 
are a favourite food of the Gorilla in that 
district. 

The early loss of teeth shown by the Golden 
Mole from Stellenbosch is of exceptional in- 
terest. This animal is entirely confined to South 
Africa and is represented by about 15 species. 
The teeth do not cut the gum till the animal is 
nearly fully grown, and they come through 
almost simultaneously. The first set persists 
during the greater part of life. The animals 
from Stellenbosch show a definite tendency to 
lose their teeth from parodontal disease; in 
eleven specimens which I examined from this 
district seven showed some degree of destruc- 
tion of the alveolar bone, while S89 specimens 
from other districts were normal. The Golden 
Mole burrows close to the surface and the runs 
can be easily recognised. I am informed, by 
W. Floyd that this animal “ makes for newly- 
manured ground when he can find it.” Stellen- 
bosch is a highly-cultivated district, and it is 
possible that the loss of the teeth is connected 
with the fertilisation of the land, in other 
words, with a change in the environment of the 
animal. The same has probably occurred in 
the case of the Gorilla. The advent of Man 
has probably driven the animal up to the 
bamboo zone and he has there found a _ food 
which is somewhat harmful to the well-being 
of his teeth. 


Discussion 


Mr. Henry Gray said that in his experience 
parodontal disease was due to the lack of use 
of the teeth as nature intended. He had never 
seen it in dogs that were fed only on lumps of 
tough, hard food such as raw meat on bones 
once in 24 hours.. On the other hand, he had 
encountered it in 100 per cent. of pet and other 
dogs fed mainly on soft or chopped-up food 
and slops, by the time they had reached middle 
life. He supposed that nearly if not quite 100 
per cent, of people of his age had got either 
false teeth or parodontal disease and yet they 
used the tooth brush and he concluded that the 
reason for that was that they did not use their 
teeth as nature intended ; consequently nature, 
finding that the teeth were not used, threw them 
out (or attempted to do so) as foreign bodies. 

The primary cause of parodontal disease in 
dogs and cats, then, was insufficient employment! 
of the teeth; the infection was secondary. Teeth 
had mainly two functions—tearing and breaking 
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or crunching. Using the teeth for tearing kept 
them clean and their use for crunching strength- 
ened and hardened the border of the jaw, and 
especially the margin surrounding the teeth, and 
increased its nutrition so that it was more 
resistant to infection which was always on the 
wait to invade the weakened part. 

Parodontal disease was less often seen in cats 
than in dogs because they used their teeth more 
in reducing their food and those that killed 
rats and mice did not get it at all. 

Most of the specimens they had seen from 
the horse showed disturbance of the third and 
fourth molars; in his younger days the trouble 
was considered to be that the interdental space 
between the two teeth did not close up quickly 
enough in consequence of the third temporary 
molar being delayed in shedding, so that the 
permanent tooth could not erupt sufficiently fast 
to prevent food getting into the space and acting 
as a permanent or rather recurrent foreign body. 

The contrasts shown by comparative study 
of the diseases of the various species living 
under different conditions showed that parodon- 
tal and other diseases varied in their effects. 
But he thought that if we were to follow the laws 
of nature we should have none of the trouble 
we saw in Man and domestic animals and in 
consequence we should not want veterinary sur- 
geons, dental surgeons and doctors. 

He congratulated Sir Frank on his very able 
and lucid address, accompanied by excellent 
illustrations. It was most instructive. 

Dr. Tom Hare observed that it was a great 
privilege for the Central Veterinary Society to 
come to that Museum,at the invitation of one 
who had been a shining example, in a day 
when such an example was very much needed, 
of seeing the breadth of study required in ascer- 
taining the causes of disease. Sir Frank, early 
in his professional career, was fortunate in 
having Mr. Henry Gray as a colleague to bring 
him into close contact with a number of London 
veterinary clinicians; the material they were able 
to gather in those halcyon days had been pre- 
served and made use of in the museum of the 
Royal College of Surgeons. A later generation 
was finding extreme difficulty in obtaining any- 
thing like a fraction of this equine material. 


Probably the day would soon be upon them when’ 


their colleagues of the Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps would be the mentors of our students in 
equine pathology. To be invited to see Sir 
Frank’s work and his collection, was an occasion 
that they should mark with an expression of 
their gratitude. His excellent demonstration of 
dental] pathology in animals, unequalled in Great 
Britain, should be made known to every 
M.R.C.V.S. 

He hoped he was not misleading them, bul 
he ventured to think that no Division, N.V.M.A., 
had discussed dental caries and hypoplasia for 
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a matter of 27 years, and he believed it was 
about 30 years since Sir Frank introduced his 
studies of the dental pathology of animals to 
the Odontological Society. That was rather 
striking: over a quarter of a century the veter- 
inary profession had not discussed the subject 
of Sir Frank’s lecture; therefore he thought that 
the Central Veterinary Society was particularly 
fortunate in its choice both of lecturer and of 
subject and he hoped the meeting would stimulate 
members of the profession to collect, by obser- 
vation and by experiment, the material and 
knowledge which were now urgently required 
in comparative dental pathology. 

He was given to understand that of recent 
years the dental profession had been very much 
influenced by Mrs. Mellanby’s research, He 
wondered if it would not have been a little more 
helpful if that research, which was done by a 
most distinguished research worker, had been 
done by taking our profession into consultation, 
us Sir Frank did 30 odd years ago. 

What did Mrs. Mellanby do? She spent many 
years studying the experimental production of 
rickets in dogs by depriving them of vitamin D, 
and in the course of these experiments she 
observed that, almost invariably, the rickety dogs 
developed a hypoplasia of their teeth; a condi- 
tion which she appeared to have thought was 
unknown to literature. It was true that many of 
the terms which were used in veterinary litera- 
ture did not appear to be the same as were used 
in human pathology, but hypoplasia was familiar 
to veterinary surgeons as “canker”; in more 
recent years it was often known as “ dis- 
coloration of the enamel”; moreover, the lesion 
had been recognised in veterinary literature and 
practice as associated with rickets for many 
years. 

Mrs. Mellanby also examined the teeth of many 
school children and reported finding a higher 
incidence of caries in rickety children than in 
non-rickety children. What conclusion might be 
derived from these two sets of facts, experimental 
and clinical? It would be tempting, though 
incorrect, to draw the conclusion that caries was 
the consequence of dental hypoplasia. He did 
not think that Mrs. Mellanby had ever gone so 
far as to say that, but some of her interpreters 
in human medicine appeared to have done so. 
Whatever the view in human medicine he thought 
it necessary to emphasise that almost invariably 
the commonly observed clinical rickets’ in 
domesticated animals was associated with dental 
hypoplasia; that caries was relatively rare and 
did not supervene upon hypoplasia. 

He wished to show them pictures of Le 
Darmous which was described by Velu, H. 
(Archiv. Institut Pasteur d’Algérie, 1932, 70, 41). 
This disease, appeared in cattle, sheep, horses 
and human beings living in the phosphatic zones 
of certain parts of Northern Africa. It occurred 
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in animals whose drinking water had drained 
through the phosphate zones. In cattle and sheep, 
which had been drinking such water for a con- 
siderable period, the permanent teeth became 
“pitted ” and hypoplastic provided the animals 
had been exposed to those conditions since their 
infancy. On the other hand, if the animals were 
introduced into the country after their permanent 
teeth had erupted the disease did not show in 
the teeth, though it showed in other parts of 
the body as myotonia, a delayed development of 
the skeleton, and progressive cachexia, which 
eventually ended in death. That was to say that 
Le Darmous was a progressive intoxication, the 
teeth only becoming affected provided the causal 
factor was taken up by the animal before it got 
its permanent teeth through. By experiments 
on white rats Velu showed that the cause of 
Le Darmous was fluorine in the drinking water 
in the form of calcium fluoride. In Le Darmous 
one had an inorganic chemical cause of dental 
hypoplasia. 

How was it that we met dental hypoplasia so 
frequently associated with distemper in dogs? 
He had formed the impression that the dental 
hypoplasia developed provided distemper 
attacked puppies during the erupton of their per- 
manent teeth; and the possible cause was the 
toxemia of clinical distemper. 

Sir Frank had dealt fully with caries and time 
only permitted him (Dr. Hare) to say that while 
hypoplasia occurred so commonly in the domes- 
ticated animals of many countries it was only 
occasionally that cases of caries were found. The 
more one studied it in animals the more dis- 
inclined was one to offer any opinion as to the 
cause of caries. He did think, however, that 
veterinary observers of dental caries in animals 
would find more reason for supporting Sir 
Frank’s views. 

In conclusion, he would exhibit a horse’s molar 
tooth which showed the congenital structural 
defects known as “ enamel pits.” This specimen 
was sent from India by Major G. Williamson, 
R.A.V.C., and he showed it because it was ‘the 
first case that had come to his notice of these 
so-called “enamel pits ” being associated with 
pain. As some of Sir Frank’s specimens would 
show, the “enamel pits ” might be the site of 
the development of caries, though the pits them- 
selves were not carious in origin. 


A new record for a Guernsey heifer in this 
country has been made by the Hon. A. E. 
Guinness’ Bella’s Cora 4th of Les Jetteries. An 
Island-bred animal, she began milking at two 
years 111 days old, and has produced in 351 days 
(carrying her calf due in August) no less than 
15,011 Ib. of milk, and 710°02 of butter fat. This 
represents 6 tons 14 cwts. and 3 Ib. of milk. 
The live weight of the animal is 960 Ib., so that 
the milk she has yielded with her first calf is 
nearly 16 times that of her own weight. 
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PARODONTAL DISEASE 


IR FRANK COLYER’S address, appearing 

elsewhere in this issue, is an important and 
interesting contribution to the study of dental 
pathology in animals. The differences between 
caries and parodontal disease, as he now terms 
it, are defined, and it is noted that the clinical 
features are different in the captive or 
domestic animal and the animal from the wild 
state. 

Caries is a disease of the tooth tissue, while 
parodontal disease is a slow, progressive 
destruction of the structures supporting the 
teeth. Both are met with in all animals in the 
domestic and wild state, but rarely occur when 
they lead natural lives. Their incidence rises 
under abnormal conditions and where environ- 
mental changes have become established, par- 
ticularly such as influence the physical and 
chemical nature of foods, not excluding 
bacterial content and deficiencies generally. 
Trauma is followed by chemical action which 
in turn invites bacterial invasion. 

From the practitioner’s point of view dental 
disease in herbivores is mostly confined to the 
horse and is usually parodontal. In this animal 
the disease appears to have two active periods, 
one in early life and the other towards the 
end, the interval being one of comparative quiet 
so far as obvious destructive changes are con- 
cerned. The tissue response to parodontal 
infection in the two periods may be quite 
different but the tendency to spread is always 
present in greater or less degree. The colt may 
have the gum margins injured in the manner 
described by Sir Frank Colyer and infection 
follow as with an ordinary wound. Healing 
may take place or the lesions remain unrecog- 
nised for years or during the working period of 
life. If the animal’s resistance is low and the 
trauma recurrent, slow progressive changes will 
be noted, or virulent organisms may obtain a 
footing and a fatal septicemia follow. 

As with some other diseases in both animals 
and man, the latter type of case seems to have 
almost disappeared since the war. Fewer colts 
are now reared and they are probably allowed 
to grow under more natural conditions; conse- 
quently mouth infection becomes less common. 
The working life of the horse is the period of 
high resistance to parodontal disease. The 

(Continued at foot of next column.) 
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Clinical Communications 


RUPTURE OF THE LEFT AURICLE 
IN A PUPPY 
G. K. BUCKLER, m.R.c.v.s. 
MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE 


The subject was a Sealyham puppy, a fort- 
night old, and one of a litter of five. 

These puppies were being docked, and prior 
to removing the tails, each received an injection 
of 10 min. chlorocain at the site of the opera- 
tion. 

After about five minutes the first puppy began 
to show signs of convulsions, the head being 
thrown back and the legs stretched out. The 
membranes of the eyes and mouth became very 
pale and the puppy collapsed. The pup was 
taken into the open, artificial respiration was 
earried out and a drop or two of whiskey given. 
In a few minutes the heart stopped and all 
efforts to revive the puppy failed. 

The sudden death was thought to be due 
to reflex shock, due possibly to a full stomach, 
or the rupture of a large artery in consequence 
of the pup struggling. 

The post-mortem revealed a ruptured left 
auricle and the pericardial sac, and extensive 
hemorrhage into the thoracic cavity. The walls 
of the auricles and ventricles were very thin, 
this factor no doubt having a good deal to do 
with the occurrence of the rupture. 

It has been noticed that when chlorocain is 
used as a local anesthetic in puppies, vomiting 
nearly always occurs soon after, but without 
upsetting the animal generally. 

This particular pupny did not vomit, but 
showed the symptoms recounted here. 


* 


UNCOMMON SYMPTOM CAUSED BY 
A FOREIGN BODY 
G. K. BUCKLER, M.R.c.v.s. 
MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE 


The subject was an eight-year-old Cairn 
terrier which, apart from slight ear trouble, 
had a clean bill of health. 

The animal was first seen on May 10th, 
when it suddenly started to pass excessive 
quantities of feces, ten to 15 motions daily 
taking place instead of the customary one or 
two, and each stool being anything from four 


latter, if progressive in the colt, either kills or 
induces obvious structural change and the 
animal is kept on the land, but if he appears 
sound and saleable he may remain so for years 
or until the general break up, when dental 
changes again become active. 


to six inches in length, grey or yellow in colour, 
and of a putty-like consistency. Up to this 
time the dog ate very little, but coinciding with 
the excessive feces, the dog could hardly be 
satisfied as far as food was concerned. Palpa- 
tion of the abdomen revealed no foreign body 
and no other symptoms were observed. 

No definite diagnosis was made, and small 
quantities of a bismuth preparation were given 
in an attempt to consolidate the feces. 

This condition continued until May 28th when 
the dog commenced to exhibit diarrhea and 
occasional vomiting. The animal was again 
thoroughly examined without anything definite 
being found. The vomiting and diarrhcea were 
treated with the usual gastric and intestinal 
sedatives, and in a few days these symptoms 
ceased, but the dog continued to have excessive 
movements of the bowel. On June 4th the 
dog passed a long piece of coarse packing 
string, almost a yard in length and knotted in 
several places. 

In a day or two the amount of feces passed 
rapidly decreased and the animal seemed 
brighter altogether. Since then he has kept 
perfectly well and the feces are once more 
normal, 

The symptoms described were no doubt 
brought about by the constant irritation arising 
from the presence of the string. It was rather 
surprising that the string did not form into 
a ball and cause a complete stoppage. 


A PECULIAR CASE 


E. F. JARDINE, B.v.sc. 


GOVERNMENT VETERINARY SURGEON, BRITISH WEST 
INDIES 


The subject was a half-bred bulldog, male, 
about two-and-a-half years old. 

History.—The owner stated that the animal 
was quite lively, and appeared to be healthy. 
The dog had a good appetite, but immediately 
after taking food he would begin to howl, and 
rub his mouth against his paws and the ground, 
as if he wanted to dislodge something from 
his mouth. The attacks would last up to five 
minutes or so, and he would be quite well until 
his next meal. This had been- going on for 
weeks. 

I saw the animal fed—on rice and meat 
without bones—and he ate in a normal manner. 
No sooner was he finished, however, than he 
acted exactly as described by the owner. An 
examination of the mouth was made, but I 
found nothing abnormal. 

Diagnosis.—I had to admit that I had never 
read of, or seen, a similar case before, but 
thought it might be acute indigestion. 

Treatment.—As it was 6 p.m. when I saw the 
animal fed, I ordered the administration, 
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first thing the following morning, of an ounce 
and a half of castor oil, and prescribed the 
following mixture :— - 


Sodii bicarb. isa 
Bismuth carb. 5i 
Tr. nucis vomice, Tr, belladonnze aa 3i 
Aq. menthe pip. ... ... ad 3vi 


Sig.: 3ss to be given t.i.d. 

Results.—I asked the owner to send the 
animal to my place to be kept under observa- 
tion, but he did not do so. Meeting him on the 
street a few days later he said he did not carry 
out my request as, attack having 
followed the dog’s first meal subsequent to the 
administration of the first dose of the mixture, 
he waited to see how the dog would act on 
taking another’ meal. As it no 
attack after the second and third meals, he 
did not bother to send the animal. Moreover, 
only one dose of the medicine was given as 
the dog resisted strongly. 

This dog lived for years after without any 
more trouble, but I am still wondering what 
was the cause of the symptoms shown. 


A FEW CLINICAL OBSERVATIONS 


A. J. KENNEDY, B.Sc.. M.R.C.V.S. 
THORNHILL, DUMFRIES 


Contagious Abortion due to Br. Abortus (Bang) 


In spring and summer, 1934, an outbreak of 
the above disease was encountered in a herd 
of 70 Ayrshire dairy cattle. A few cows calved 
before their time during the period from March 
to June and the farmer sought veterinary advice 
in the middle of July. At that time most of 
the cows were in calf and it was decided to 
try dead vaccine on 30 cows which were from 
one to about eight weeks pregnant, it being 
hoped that in these the vaccine would be useful. 
Accordingly all the cattle received two injections 
of dead vaccine at a 15-day interval. In 
January, February and March every one of the 
vaccinated cattle aborted. ' 

In July, 1934, 14 Ayrshire heifers on a farm 
18 miles distant were twice vaccinated with 
dead vaccine immediately before conception. 

Again in this case not one carried her calf full 
time. 

At the commencement of these two outbreaks 
the disease was diagnosed as Bang’s disease 
by agglutination test. It will be evident that 
no practical success resulted from use of the 
dead vaccine, and, to say the least, in my 
experience, it is difficult to credit it with any 
beneficial effect whatever. 


Lung Worm Disease (“Hoose” or “ Husk ”) 
in Cattle 


In the treatment of this disease intra-tracheal 
injection appears at first sight a very rational 


procedure, and the writer has practised it on a 
large number of animals. However, it seems 
quite possible for an injection to cause severe 
or fatal pneumonia, and one or two such acci- 
dents may counterbalance all the good done by 
a treatment for a whole season. 

In the writer’s experience the most dangerous 
time to make an intra-tracheal injection is early 
in an outbreak. The probable explanation is 
that the lung-worms are present in the early 
stages, but the animals have built up no resist- 
ance to pneumonia. Gradually the lungs get 
into a chronic state and in a few weeks’ time 
are much better able to resist the injection of 
foreign material. 

Even if intra-tracheal injections are of any 
real value in destroying the parasites it must 
be remembered that they are quite capable of 
playing the réle of “ the last straw ” in causing 
pneumonia. 

The above notes, in common with previous 
observations in The Veterinary Record on lung- 
worm disease, are not intended to be dogmatic 
assertions, but rather to provoke discussion, The 
disease is widespread and it is desirable that 
any medicinal treatment should be on rational 
lines—for example, hypodermic or intramus- 
cular injection of a drug safe to the host and 
lethal to the lung parasites. 

Such a specific would be an exceedingly useful 
addition to veterinary therapeutics. 


TESTICULAR TUBERCULOSIS AS A 
CAUSE OF STERILITY(?) 


D. J. ANTHONY ano J. McGAUGHEY 
BRIERLEY HILL 


A pedigree Welsh boar, ten months old, was 
reported to be entirely useless for stud pur- 
poses. The animal was the sole survivor of a 
litter of five, and like most animals of this 
particular breed, had been difficult to rear: a 
state of affairs for which the amount of. in- 
breeding that has been going on is responsible. 
As this boar was of no use for stud purposes 
it was decided to send the animal to the 
abattoir for slaughter, and knowing the history, 
a careful posl-mortem examination was made, 

No lesions of disease were visible in the car- 
case, organs or their lymphatic glands, until 
the testicles were cut open longitudinally, when 
numerous calcifying lesions, about the size of 
a pin’s head, were noticed in the substance of 
the organ. Smears from these lesions, stained 
by the Ziehl-Neelsen method, failed to revea! 
any acid-fast organisms, but this was not un- 
expected in view of the nature of the lesions. 

A previous similar case in a bull had been 
seen, and the diagnosis of tuberculosis con- 
firmed from material sent to a research 
laboratory. 
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Report 


NYASALAND PROTECTORATE 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT FOR 1934 


The personnel of the Department was six 
European officers (four Ms R.C.V.S. and two 
stock inspectors) and 255 natives. The activi- 
ties of the staff were devoted mainly to the 
imprevement of the physique of the animals, 
by improved husbandry and castration of super- 
fluous undesirable males, and to the control of 
infectious diseases. 

Mitigating against effective disease control 
were insufficiency of staff and a prejudice by 
the natives against the measures adopted or 
recommended. The diseases encountered were 
trypanosomiasis, East Coast fever, red-water, 
anaplasmosis, theileriasis, ephemeral fever, 
demodectic mange of cattle, various forms of 
worm infestation—of which measles in pigs is 
extremely prevalent (50 per cent. of carcases 
were condemned at the abattoirs on account of 
this)—-various diseases of dogs including rabies, 
and heart-water in ruminants. This last-named 
disease was diagnosed for the first time in the 
country though it appears to have existed 
previously, and the vector is presumed to be 
Amblyomma variegatum, since it is the only 
species of bont tick in the protectorate. 

Regular dipping is adopted as a_ general 
measure to subdue tick-borne diseases and 3,620 
eattle were ny treated for trypano- 
somiasis. 

We 


THE PERIOSTEUM AND OSTEOGENESIS 


“The thorny but fascinating problem of osteo- 
genesis has been attacked again recently,” says 
The British Medical Journal in a July issue, 

“ chiefly with reference to the function of the 
periosteum.” Controversy mainly concerns the 
question whether the periosteum is essentially a 
limiting and protecting membrane or is possessed 
of active osteogenetic properties, and the latest 
contribution to it—that of Bisgard (Arch. Surg. 
1935, xxx, 748)—favours the latter view—but 
only as it applies to young animals. Bone 
regeneration occurred after subperiosteal resec- 
tion of a rib when the raw stumps at each 
end had been completely seared off and even 
when the whole rib and its anterior cartilage 
had been removed. “The secret seems to lie 
with the layer of cells on the bone surface 
of the periosteum—the so-called ‘cambium’ 
layer. This richly cellular tissue is readily 
devitalised, when the formation of bone is in- 
hibited. There is little doubt, it is stated, that 
the discrepancies observed in the vast amount 
of experimental work on this subject may be 
explained, at least in part, by the varying respect 
with which this layer of the periosteum has 
been treated. 
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Abstracts 


|The Substance Responsible for the Traditional 
Clinical Effect of Ergot. Duprey, H. W., and 
Morr, C. (1935.) Brit. Med. J. March 16, 1935. 
520-523. | 


This important article appears to prove that 
the clinically active constituent of ergot is not 
ergotamine or any of the previously isolated 
alkaloids, but is a new substance which the 
authors call ergometrine. Chassar Moir had 
previously shown by clinical experiments on 
human subjects that a really active principle 
could be obtained by extracting ergot with 
water. Dudley and Moir have isolated this 
active principle in pure or almost pure form by 
a comparatively simple method which is briefly 
described in the paper. The crystalline sub- 
stance decomposes at 150° to 152° after previous 
darkening. It is moderately soluble in chloro- 
form, benzene and dichloro-ethylene and very 
soluble in water, methyl and ethyl alcohols, 
acetone and ethyl acetate. It is slowly oxidised 
on exposure to air. It gives the characteristic 
colour reactions of the known ergot alkaloids. 
Ergometrine is apparently an alkaloid, no doubt 
allied to but probably simpler than any of those 
already isolated from ergot. 

Clinically the four previously isolated alkaloids 
—ergotoxine, ergotamine, ergoclavine and sensi- 
bamine—behave similarly. Given in compara- 
tively large doses orally (2-3 mg.) they provoke 
erratic and relatively feeble uterine contractions 
after an interval of 35 minutes or more. In 
contrast oral administration of 0°5-1 mg. of 
ergometrine provokes, after an interval of 6-8 
minutes, strong uterine contractions. The 
onset is sudden and accompanied by pronounced 
uterine spasm, which appears to be caused by 
a succession of contractions so rapid that the 
organ as a whole has no time to relax. This 
stage lasts for about an hour and is followed by 
a second stage, during which the uterus shows 
regular, vigorous, isolated contractions con- 
tinuing for an hour or more. A dose of 0°25 to 
0°5 mg. given intramuscularly produces strong 
Intra- 
venous injection of 0°05 and 0°1 mg. respectively 
in two cases gave strong responses in 110 and 
65 seconds. The other alkaloids require about 
20 minutes to act even when given intraven- 
ously. The ill effects, such as feeling of depres- 
sion, headache, nausea and vomiting, which 
often accompany the administration of clinical 
doses of ergotoxine, ergotamine or ergoclavine 
appear to be absent when ergometrine is used. 

The method adopted for testing the activity 
of the drug is briefly described. It would appear 
that the detection and isolation of ergometrine 
could not have been accomplished without 
recourse to experiments on human subjects, or 
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at least, that for various reasons given experi- 
ments on laboratory animals and strips of 
uterine tissue would have given negative 
results. 

A few preliminary experiments have been 
made on the pharmacology of ergometrine. It 
raises the blood pressure of the cat, and stimu- 
lates contraction of the rabbit’s uterus and it 
slightly reduces the response to adrenaline. 

[One is glad to note that this new drug is being 
tested out fully in obstetrical practice by 
Chassar Moir, and that the question of its 
standardisation is receiving attention. | 

W. R. W. 


| Differentiation of Sir. pyogenes from Man and 

Animals by the _ Sorbitol-Trehalose Test. 

Minetr, F. C. (1935.) J. Path. & Bact. 40. 

357-364. ] 

In 1929, Ogura, in Japan, found that sorbitol 
and trehalose—isomers of mannitol and sucrose 
respectively—were useful substances for differ- 
entiating streptococci of the Str. pyogenes group. 
P. R. Edwards in the United States has con- 
firmed this and has shown in particular that the 
great majority of strains of Str. pyogenes from 
animal sources ferment trehalose and not 
sorbitol. Differentiation between hemolytic 
streptococci from human and from animal 
sources is a matter of special importance in 
tracing the origin of milk-borne disease in human 
beings and the sorbitol-trehalose test would 
appear to have much value in this connection 
since, according to Edwards, sorbitol-fermenting 
streptococci rarely if ever cause disease in man. 
So far, the large majority of strains of Str. pyo- 
genes examined have been isolated from horses 
and the numbers of those isolated from milk 
has been relatively small. The present author 
has applied the test to 69 strains, of which 19 
were derived from man and 50 from the lower 
animals, including 21 from cow’s milk. All of 
them belonged to the Str. pyogenes group in 
that they were actively hemolytic, produced 
comparatively small amounts of acid from 
glucese and failed to hydrolyse sodium hippurate. 

The strains of known human origin were of 
human type in respect of their effect on sorbitol 
and trehalose. Of 14 strains from horses, 10 
were of animal type, two belonged to the group 
known as Str. equi (failing to ferment lactose, 
sorbitol and trehalose) and two behaved like 
human strains. By other tests, however, these 
two were proved to be of animal type. Of the 
strains from cow’s milk 18 were of animal and 
three were of human type. The evidence goes 
to show that these three strains were originally 
of human origin and had been implanted in the 
udder. Thus, they were different serologically 
from the other 18 strains; one of them produced 
toxin neutralisable by scarlatina antitoxin and 
another was serologically identical with scarla- 


| 


tina type 1 strains of F. Griffith. This last 

strain had been isolated from the milk of one 

of two cows incriminated in a small outbreak 
of streptococcus disease in Wiltshire reported 

by 8. V. Golledge (The Veterinary Record, 1932, 

p. 1499). There was no history of any of the 

18 strains having caused disease in human 

beings. 

Streptococci from dogs, cats, ferrets and a 
tiger were also examined and many of these 
were peculiar in that they fermented neither 
sorbitol nor trehalose. They differed, however, 
from Str. equi in fermenting lactose. 

It was found that trehalose-fermenting strains 
could not be induced to attack sorbitol and so 
take on the characteristics of animal strains, by 
residence in the cow’s udder or by 16 serial 
transfers in milk containing mastitis secretion. 

Considered in conjunction with the work of 
previous observers, the sorbitol-trehalose test, 
therefore, appears to be a simple method of 
considerable value in estimating the original 
source of Str. pyogenes when present in milk. 

* * * 

{The Inter-relations ef Corynebacterium ovis, 
C. diphtherizx, and certain Diphtheroid Strains 
derived from the Human Naso-pharynx. 
Petrig, G. F., and McCLean, D. (1934.) J. Path. 
& Bact. 39. 3. 635-663.) 


The authors have shown conclusively that 
there is no similarity between the toxins of 
Corynebacterium ovis (generally known as Coryne- 
bact. pseudotuberculosis ovis and formerly called 
the Preisz-Nocard Bacillus) and C. diphtheria ; 
diphtheria antitoxin has no neutralising effect 
upon C. ovis toxin and vice versa. Similarly, 
lesions produced by the inoculation of C. ovis 
toxin into guinea-pigs do not resemble those 
characteristic of diphtheria toxin. A super- 
imposed infection of C. ovis on a horse used for 
the production of diphtheria antitoxin in no 
way affects the titre of the latter, whilst serum 
of a horse immunised against both organisms is 
capable of neutralising either toxin in amounts 
proportional to the titre of the homologous 
antitoxin and irrespective of the titre of the 
heterologous antitoxin. Results at variance 
with the above have frequently been reported 
by other workers. The present authors consider 
that certain investigators have overlooked the 
fact that normal horses develop antitoxin 
against C. ovis. Such antitoxin becomes con- 
centrated in the course of manufacture of 
commercial diphtheria antitoxin and thus may 
reach a concentration sufficient in degree to 
mislead investigators. 

Dealing with the classification of diphtheroid 
organisms, the authors indicate that C. diph- 
therie is related serologically to C. ovis by an 
indirect linkage. A group of diphtheroids 
isolated from human throats and known under 
the name of “ Mair” produce toxin similar to 
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C. diphtheria, and also a toxic substance which 
resembles that produced by a further group of 
diphtheroids known as “‘ Quitman.’ The Quit- 


man group in turn resemble C. ovis. 
EK. J. P. 


* * * 


{Abortion and Trichomonad Infection. The 
Clinical Aspect and Treatment. (Trans. title.) 
DausT, E. (1934.) Tierarztl. Rdsch. 28, 29, 30, 


31.] 


Daust records the results of his investigations 
into Trichomonad infections of the uterus and 
vagina in cattle, which seem to show that 
abortion may occur in consequence. 

The mucous membrane of the vagina presents 
a characteristic nodular appearance and that of 
the vulva shows areas of necrosis and is some- 
what spongy. The aborted fetus and the 
placental membranes are strikingly pale and 
exhibit a typical, faintly sweet odour. 

An immediate diagnosis may be obtained by 
examining freshly made smears dried in the air 
and deeply stained either with saturated carbol 
fuchsin, safranin or Giemsa. 

Apparently the bull plays an important part 
in the dissemination of the disease and may act 
as a mechanical carrier. 

The existence of a catarrhal inflammation of 
the vagina greatly facilitates the protozoon to 
establish itself and infection of the uterus 
follows. 

The author achieved very satisfactory results 
with chinosol, 1: 1,500. If parasites were still 
present two weeks later the lavage was repeated 
and in any case the animal was given a rest and 
not put to the bull at the next cstrum. 

N. 8S. B. 
* * * * * 
|Suseeptibility of the Bird to Erysipelothrix 
rhusiopathiw. bE LA VILLA, G. C. Ann. Rep. 

(1934) Inst. Anim, Biol. Span. Repub. 3830- 

331. ] 

In searching for a suitable experimental 
animal for the bacillus of swine erysipelas, the 
author found that the yellowhammer was 
extremely susceptible and yielded typical lesions. 

R. S. R. 


* * * * ok 


[Hemolymph Glands: Histological Study of 
some Anatomical Details. Lozano, L., and 
Botya, C. S. Ann. Rep. (19384) Inst. Anim. 
Biol. Span. Repub. 162-184] 


This article includes 25 microphotographs 
illustrating the histology of hemolymph glands. 
From a study of the histology of these glands 
from cows, sheep, goats and pigs, the author 
concludes that the reticulo-endothelial tissue in 
the glands has the same function as the same 
tissue in the spleen and that lymphoid follicles 
in them have many characters in common with 
lymph glands. R. 8. R. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IRELAND 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 


The quarterly meeting of Council, N.V.M.A., 
was held at the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh, on the afternoon of Tuesday, 
July 2nd, 1935. 

The President (Professor J. F. Craig) 
occupied the chair and there were also present : 
Messrs. H. Bell and H. W. Steele Bodger, 
Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Messrs. D. Brown, 
J. W. Burgess and D. Cumming, Captain O. V. 
Gunning, Major Hamilton Kirk, Messrs W. 
Nairn and J. N. Ritchie, Major D. S. Rabagliati, 
Mr. G. A. Sangster, Captain R. Simpson, Major 
A, Spreull, Messrs. J. F. Taylor, Alex. Thomson 
and W. Watt, Professor A. W. Whitehouse and 
Mr. T. Wilkinson, together with the Solicitor 
(Mr. C, O,. Langley) and the Secretary (Mr. F. 
Knight). 

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting of 
Council, which had been published in The 
Veterinary Record, were taken as read and 
signed as correct. 

Arising from the minutes, the SECRETARY said 
that at the last meeting of the Council he was 
instructed to write to the Secretary of the 
Economie Advisory Council enquiring as to 
whether there are any special reasons why the 
minutes of the evidence submitted to the Cattle 
Diseases Committee should not be published now 
that the report of that Committee has been 
made public. To that letter the following reply 
had been received :— 


Economic Advisory Council, 
2, Whitehall Gardens, 
S.W.1. 


April 11th, 1935. 
Dear Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 6th instant, I 
have to remind you that when committees of the 
Economic Advisory Council, such as the Com- 
mittee on Cattle Diseases, invite professional 
and other bodies to submit evidence to them, 
they do so on the basis that the evidence so 
tendered will be treated as confidential. Any 
other course would be contrary to the terms of 
the Treasury Minute under which the Council 
was established. 

In these circumstances I have to inform you 
that it is not possible to authorise the publica- 
tion of the minutes of evidence submitted by 
your Association to the Committee on Cattle 
Diseases of the Economic Advisory Council. 

Yours faithfully, 
FRANCIS HEMMING. 
F. Knight, Esq., 
General Secretary, 
National Veterinary Medical Association, 
of Great Britain and Ireland. 
2, Verulam Buildings, 
Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. 


The motion “‘ That we take no further action ” 
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was moved by Mr. BELL, seconded by Mr. Nairn, 
and carried unanimously. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


(1) From the following members of Council 
apologising for their inability to attend the 
meeting: Captain J. R. Barker, Professor G. F. 
Boddie, Major F. Chambers, Captain J. C. 
Coleman, Major 'T. Dalling, Lieut.-Colonel J. A. 
Dixon, Major A, C. Duncan, Major G. W. 
Dunkin, Mr. A. Gofton, Captain J. R. Hewer, 
Sir Frederick Hobday, Mr. John Holroyd, 
Captain H. Tudor Hughes, Mr. G. P. Male, 
Professor James Macqueen, Major-General Sir 
John Moore, Captain 8S. J. Motton, Captain 
D. G. Davies, Mr. R. Barons Nelder, Captain 
J. R. Rider (Hon. Secretary), Lieut.-Colonel 
P. J. Simpson, Messrs. H. P. Standley (sen.), 
and Arnold Spicer, Major J. H. Taylor, Messrs. 
T. Roger Thomas and W. Tweed, Major R. F. 
Wall, Messrs. R. A. Willett and W. Woods, Dr. 
W. R. Wooldridge and Captain W. G. Wragg 
(Hon. Treasurer). 

(2) From the Hon. Secretary of the Scottish 
Branch stating that the Scottish Branch, at its 
meeting on Saturday, April 13th, considered 
the report of the Special Committee of the Asso- 
ciation on the recommendations of the Com- 
mittee on Cattle Diseases of the Economic 
Advisory Council, and that the Branch unani- 
mously agreed to support the report and to send 
copies to the various Government and other 
bodies requesting them to give the report their 
earnest consideration and support. 

The PresiDent: “ That is very satisfactory.” 
(Hear, hear.) 

(3) From the Town Clerk of Hove, dated 
May 20th, 1935, enquiring if there was any 
possibility of the N.V.M.A. holding its conference 
in that borough within the next year or so if 
an invitation so to do were extended by the 
Hove Corporation. 

Council having heard the Secretary’s reply 
to the effect that the enquiry would be laid 
before the next Annual Meeting of the Associa- 
tion, the PRESIDENT observed that that letter 
was only placed before the Council for their 
information at the moment. 

(4) From Professor Macqueen, addressed 
from 252, Camden Road, London, N.W.1, to 
the Secretary, and dated June 26th, 1935, in 
the following terms :— 

Dear Mr. Knight, 

On page 723, of The Veterinary Record of 
June 22nd, it is stated: — 

“.... that Scotland now possesses the only 
functional and really active Braneh within the 
National Veterinary Medical Association.” If 
that is correct, what has become of the other 
Branches—Northern, Southern and Irish—of the 
N.V.M.A.? If they are still alive what hinders 
them from giving some sign of animation? 

If at the forthcoming meeting of the Council 
of the N.V.M.A. you will submit this query to 


the president or to the Executive that is respon- 
sible for the conduct of the Associaton or of 
its Branches, you will much oblige, 
Yours faithfully, 
J. MACQUEEN. 


The Secretary. 
N.V.M.A., 
Gray’s Inn. 

The Presipent, after observing that the 
matter raised by Professor Macqueen was one 
for discussion, said that it seemed to him that 
since the Divisions were autonomous it was 
really a question for them to decide as to 
when they would hold Branch meetings, and 
that nothing that the “ National” could do 
could have any effect in promoting those meet- 
ings. The Council might, however, suggest to 
some of the representatives of the Divisions 
who were there, that when it was possible 
it would be to the good of the profession and 
of the “ National” that such meetings as sug- 
gested by Professor Macqueen should be held. 

Major RasaGuiaTi suggested that the letter 
be laid before the next meeting of Council in 
London, when (he observed) there would be 
more representatives present from the Branches 
concerned. 

In reply to Major Kirk, the PRESIDENT stated 
that it was the Divisions who took the initiative 
in calling Branch meetings. 

The PRESIDENT having commented that it 
must be gratifying to the Scottish Branch and 
Divisions that they were not included in the 
criticism of Professor Macqueen, a motion, pro- 
posed by Mr. STEELE BopGer and seconded by 
Major Kirk, “That the letter be sent to the 
Presidents and Secretaries of the Branches con- 
cerned, inviting their observations on the 
letter ’” was carried unanimously. 


MEMBERSHIP 


The Secretary reported that the number of 
members on the register of the Association at 
June 380th was 1,692, subject to the deletion 
of the name of the gentleman referred to in the 
next item but one on the agenda (Resignation). 

Obituary.—The obituary list was read by the 
SECRETARY as follows, Council standing in silent 
tribute the while: Mr. G. Boulton (Sandbach), 
Mr. M. Tailby (Birmingham), Mr, Harry C. 
Reeks (Spalding), Mr. W. N. Thompson 
(London), Mr. J. Hughes (Pwllheli), and Mr. 
T. P. Young (Leith). 

Resignation.—The SrcreTARy reported the 
receipt of the resignation of Major F. J. 
Andrews, R.A.V.C., at present stationed in India, 
for the acceptance of the Council. 

Major Kirk stated that the period of service 
in India was, as a rule, five years, and a 
member would be in receipt of his Veterinary 
Record throughout the whole of that time. He 
therefore proposed that Major Andrews be 
asked if he would continue his membership of 
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the ** National,” as he would be getting the same 
benefits as if he were at home. The N.V.M.A. 
could not afford to lose any members just now. 

Captain GUNNING seconded the proposition, 
which was unanimously agreed. 

New Members.—The Secretary read the 
following list of gentlemen who, having paid 
their subscriptions and submitted nomination 
forms duly completed, applied for membership 
of the Association: Major R. F. _ Bett 
(Mottram); Mr. C. A, P. Buckner (Cheam) ; 
Captain W. Cawthorn (London); Mr. R. 8. 
Cockburn (Atherstone); Mr. A. W. Gill (Staly- 
bridge); Mr. R. F. Hall (Sutton Coldfield) ; 
Mr. R. C. G. Hancock (Beaconsfield) ; Miss R. E. 
Holman (London); Mr. J. J. Lyons (Navan) ; 
Mr. J. A. McKinnon (Hereford) ; Captain I. D. 
Macrae (R.A.V.C.) ; Mr. J. A. Milton (Pencoed) ; 
Mr. C. R. Parsons (Launceston); Mr. J. W. R. 
Pearce (Lichfield); Major T. L. Shea 
(R.A.V.C.); Mr. R. Wynne Williams (Dol- 
gelley). The Secretary added that this brought 
the membership total up to 1,706, which con- 
stituted a record. This announcement was 
greeted with loud applause, and the PRESIDENT 
proposed from the chair that the members whose 
names had been read out be duly elected mem- 
bers of the Association. The proposition was 
carried. 


Reports of Standing Committees 


Organising Committee.—The following report 
of this Committee was read, in the absence of 
the Chairman (Captain J. R. Rider), by the 
SECRETARY, as follows :— 


A meeting of the Qrganising Committee was 
held at the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College on 
Monday, July ist, 1935. 

In the absence of the Hon. Secretary (Captain 
J. R. Rider), the Chair was occupied by the 
President. There were also present Captain O. V. 
Gunning, Major H. Kirk and Mr. J. N. Ritchie, 
while Mr. H. W. Steele Bodger was co-opted for 
the purposes of the meeting. ; 

The Secretary read the minutes of the previous 
meeting and they were signed as correct. 

Arising from the minutes, it was understood 
from further letters received from Mr. C. 
Golledge that satisfactory arrangements had now 
been made, as the result of a meeting between 
local veterinary surgeons and officials of the 
local branch of the R.S.P.C.A., for the giving 
of free treatment to the sick animals of the poor 
of Trowbridge, and that steps were being taken 
to advertise the scheme. 

With regard to the proposed deputation from 
the Central Division to discuss matters connected 
with free treatment, the Secretary informed the 
Committee that the Division had not yet supplied 
the further advance information which he had 
been instructed to obtain concerning the points 
the deputation wish to raise. 

Following upon the reading of letters from 
two practitioners, it was decided to request the 
Headquarters of the R.S.P.C.A. to instruct their 
Branch Secretaries to enforce the existing recom- 
mendation that, except in cases of extreme 
urgency, none but the animals of the poor should 
be treated at the dispensary. Also, that in any 


future announcements in the Press, a_ definite 
statement of this limitation should be made. 

A communication was read from the Lanca- 
shire Division asking for the Committee’s obser- 
vations on a letter which had been circulated 
to members of the Division relative to the resig- 
nation of certain members from the Lancashire 
Veterinary Association as a protest against the 
adoption in Liverpool of the centralised scheme 
of free treatment in preference to the decen- 
tralised scheme. 

It was decided, after discussion, to refer the 
Division to the previous decision of the Com- 
mittee in this matter, namely, that in the opinion 
of the Committee the scheme adopted accords 
with the terms of the Association’s memorandum 
to Divisions on the subject of free treatment. 

The Committee had before it a summary of 
the replies so far received from the Divisions 
concerning the proposed institution of a com- 
posite subscription to cover membership of the 
N.V.M.A. and of its Divisions. 

In view of the desire expressed by several 
of the Divisions to be supplied with fuller 
details, with particular reference to the financial 
aspect of the proposal, it was decided to recom- 
mend that the Finance Committee be asked to 
draw up a scheme in the light of which the 
Divisions should be requested to give further 
consideration to the matter. 

It was proposed, and agreed to recommend to 
the Council, that for the purpose of appointing 
representatives to Council, N.V.M.A., only those 
members of a Division who are also members 
of the Association should be taken into account 
in determining the number of representatives 
allowed, and that the Divisions be advised 
accordingly. 

The Committee further decided that the 
Secretaries of Divisions should be urged to use 
their influence to persuade those of their 
members who do not already belong to the 
Association, to join the N.V.M.A. 

As instructed by the Council, consideration 
was given to the following resolution submitted 
by the Eastern Counties Division: ‘“ That the 
N.V.M.A. be requested to seek from all Insurance 
Companies doing livestock business, an assurance 
that no certificate in relation to the examination 
or treatment of livestock insured by them will 
be accepted from other than a qualified veter- 
inary surgeon.” 

It was decided to recommend to the Council 
that the Livestock Offices Association (the central 
body of the tariff offices) be asked whether it 
is customary for the associated companies to 
accept such certificates from unqualified persons. 

Also at the request of the Council, the Com- 
mittee considered a resolution from the Dumfries 
and Galloway Division, which was in_ the 
following terms: “ That this Division asks the 
Council of the N.V.M.A. to try and_= secure 
arrangements so that all veterinary surgeons 
attending officially at horse race’ meetings 
(except point-to-points) and dog shows should 
be paid adequately for their services.” 

It was agreed to recommend to the Council 
that the Division be informed that while the 
Association has much sympathy with the pro- 
posal, it fears that no steps can usefully be 
taken to achieve the object in view. However, 
the Committee would be pleased to consider 
any suggestions to this end which the Division 
may be able to forward. 

The Secretary reported that in three cases 
of advertising by unqualified persons and dis- 
pensaries, had been 
inserted in the newspapers concerned, 
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The PrReEsIDENT proposed that the report be 
received and, Mr. STEELE Bopcer' having 
seconded, declared the report open _ for 
discussion. 

Major HamiL_ton Kirk observed that since 
consideration had been given by the Committee 
to the resolution from the Dumfries and 
Galloway Division rélative to the adequate 
payment for their services of all veterinary 


surgeons attending officially at horse race 


meetings (except point-to-points) and dog shows, 
it had come to his notice that medical men who 
attended those meetings were in receipt of 
remuneration, and he contended that veterinary 
surgeons who did so should be on all fours with 
the medical men. He wondered if the Asso- 
ciation could not get in touch with the Jockey 
Club, or some other body, on the matter, to 
see what could be done. If the members present 
thought that they could usefully do anything, 
he would propose that. 

Mr. BELL, who stated that he had some experi- 
ence in this matter, thought that the question 
of the payment of fees to veterinary surgeons 
attending race meetings was best left to the 
individuals concerned. He did not see that 
the “ National” could take any useful action 
under the circumstances. 

Mr. STEELE Bopcer failed to see how the 
local veterinary surgeon could suggest what he 
should be paid, whereas if a move in that direc- 
tion were made by the “ National” it would 
absolve the person concerned from any respon- 
sibility in the matter. 

Captain Simpson supported Major Kirk’s 
suggestion that some enquiries should be made 
as to the remuneration paid to medical men 
who attended those meetings, the enquiry to be 
addressed to the British Medical Association. 

Mr. Bett contended that there was some 
difference between the nature of the service 
rendered by medical men and _ veterinary 
surgeons attending race meetings. The doctors 
were the harder worked inasmuch as _ the 
Jockey Club insisted that any jockey who fell 
off his horse had to be examined from an 
insurance point of view. The veterinary sur- 
geon’s task was to keep the course clear, and 
any work that was done was supposed to be 
charged for in the same way as if one were 
treating an ordinary client’s horse. 

Major Kirk: “ You do not work for the Com- 
mittee but for the owners of the horse?” 

Mr. Bett replied that if they were asked to 
look at an injured horse, if that horse was 
down on the course one was supposed to send 
the owner a request for fees. 

Major Kirk said that he did not know 
anything about the rules of the Jockey Club, 
but so far as the Kennel Club was concerned 
no show could be he'd without the presence 
of a veterinary surgeon. Therefore, at most 


dog shows, excepting in the case of the large 
ones such as Cruft’s, no payment was made. 

The Presipent: “I put it to you that this 
report be received and adopted and that an 
enquiry be made of the British Medical Asso- 
ciation as to the position of medical men who 
are appointed as officers at race meetings.” 

The motion was carried without further 
discussion. 

Parliamentary Committee.—In the absence of 
Captain J. C. Coleman, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, its report was read as follows by the 
SECRETARY !— 


The Parliamentary Committee met at 2, 
Verulam Buildings, on Tuesday, June 25th, with 
Captain J. C. Coleman in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. 

The Committee had before it the Diseases of 
Animals Bill, the object of which is to empower 
the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries to take 
administrative action in England and Wales and 
in Scotland for the suppression and prevention 
of infectious poultry diseases by applying the 
provisions of the Diseases of Animals Acts to 
poultry, and to provide for the regulation of 
the manufacture, sale and importation of certain 
therapeutic substances capable of being used for 
veterinary purposes. 

While it was felt that there was nothing in 
the general terms of this Bill to which exception 
could be taken, the Committee decided to ask 
the Ministry of Agriculture to give the Associa- 
tion an opportunity of making observations upon 
the drafts of any Orders to be made under this 
measure. 

Earlier in the year the Association was con- 
sulted by the Poisons Board in regard to a 
Provisional Poisons List and Draft Rules. The 
Committee now had before it the Report prepared 
by the Board at the request of the Home Secre- 
tary, copies of which had been circulated to 
members of the Committee prior to the meeting. 

It did not appear to the Committee that an 
of the recommendations made therein would, 
if adopted, affect the profession adversely. 


On the motion of the PRESIDENT, seconded by 
Mr. Nairn, the report of this Committee was 
received and adopted, there heing no discussion. 

Joint Meeting of the Parliamentary Committee 
and the Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee.—This report was read by the 
SECRETARY as follows :— 

A joint meeting of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee and the bpmnertag J Officers’ and Public 
Health Committee was held at the Offices of the 
Association on Tuesday, June 25th, 1935. 

Captain J. C. Coleman occupied the Chair, and 
there were also present Mr. H. W. Steele Bodger, 
Mr. S. V. Golledge, Captain O. V. Gunning, 
Mr. G. P. Male, Major R. H. H. Over, the Hon. 
Secretary (Captain J. R. Rider), Major D. S. 
Rabagliati, Captain R. Simpson and Mr. T 
Wilkinson. 

The purpose of the meeting was to consider 
the (confidential) draftof a proposed milk (Special 
Designations) Order, 1935, with a view to any 
observations which the Association may desire 
to make thereon being communicated to. the 
Minister of Health by July 5th. 


The Committee’s recommendations regarding 
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this draft Order (the terms of which were speci- 
fied in their report) were considered by the 
Youncil, and after amendment, approved. 

The following were appointed a deputation 
from the Association to wait upon the Ministry 
of Health in this connection should the latter 
desire to receive one: Mr. G. P. Male, Major 
Rabagliati, Captain R. Simpson and Mr. H. W. 
Steele Bodger. 


Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health Com- 
mittee—In the absence of Mr. G. P. MALe 
(Chairman of the Committee), the following 
report was read by the SEcRETARY :— 


The Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee met at the Offices of the Association 
on June 25th, under the Chairmanship 
of Mr. G. P. Male. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 

and signed as correct. 
_ The following recommendation arising from a 
joint meeting between the N.V.M.A. Committee on 
“* White Scour in Calves ” and representatives of 
the National Farmers’ Union of Scotland was 
discussed : — 

“That steps should be taken by the 
National Farmers’ Union and the Council 
of the N.V.M.A. to prohibit exposure for sale 
in markets of calves in which the navel 
was not completely healed, unless the calves 
were to be sold for slaughter. 

“That existing conditions of transport, 
handling and care of young calves in the 
course of transit to and from markets and 
whilst in markets contributed to the spread 
of infection amongst young calves and that 
consideration should be given to methods 
whereby improvement of existing conditions 
could be effected.” 


_ The Committee agreed with the views expressed 
in this recommendation, and suggest that a copy 
should be sent to the Ministry of Agriculture 
for consideration, and to the National Farmers’ 
Union for its comments. 

In February last the Association made repre- 
sentations to the Lanarkshire County Council 
complaining of the unsatisfactory position in 
which veterinary practitioners are placed by the 
manner in which the County Council interpret 
the Milk (Special Designations) Order (Scotland), 
1930, and requesting that the private practitioners 
should be approved for the purposes of the 
Order so that they may be enabled to undertake 
tuberculin testing and other duties under the 
Order and that owners should be left free to 
choose their own (nominated) veterinary surgeon 
and to pay the usual fees. 

The receipt of a reply was now reported, 
which, after reminding the Association that the 
Local Authority have nominated their own veter- 
inary staff to carry out the prescribed tuberculin 
test under the Order, stated that the County 
Council were assured that this arrangement has 
met with the approval of the herd owners, 
and the Association of Certified and Grade A 
(t.t.) Milk Producers, and that the County Council 
believe that the tests presently carried out and 
the fees charged therefor are the best that can 
be arranged in the public interest. The County 
Council therefore agreed not to depart from their 
present procedure, and felt that it would serve 
no useful purpose to have a meeting with a 
deputation from the N.V.M.A. : 

Although this reply is most unsatisfactory, the 


Committee regretfully came to the conclusion that 
nothing was likely to be gained by pursuing the 
matter. 

A letter was read from the Lancashire Division 
forwarding a resolution urging the amendment 
of the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1923, 
Third Schedule, Part III A. (1) by the deletion 
of the words ... “form part of or.” The 
Chairman’s action in authorising the immediate 
transmission of this resolution to the Ministry 
of Health, with a reminder of the earlier repre- 
sentations made by the N.V.M.A., on the point, 
was approved. The Amending Order now in 
preparation has a clause giving effect to this 
recommendation. 

It was decided now to inform the Lancashire 
Division that the change they and the Association 
desired would be brought about when the new 
Milk (Special Designations) Order came _ into 
operation. 

The Committee’s atlention was drawn to a 
resolution passed by the Cheshire Veterinary 
Inspectors’ Section of the Lancashire Division 
urging the Cheshire County Council to utilise 
the services of the general practitioner in the 
working of the “ Accredited Herds Scheme.” The 
Secretary reported that, as arranged with the 
Chairman of the Committee, a copy of this 
resolution had at once been forwarded to the 
Cheshire County Council and to their Chief 
Veterinary Officer and their attention called to 
the recommendation in the N.V.M.A. scheme that 
the general should be employed as 
far as possible in any project for the eradication 
of cattle diseases. No acknowledgment of the 
receipt of either communication had reached 
the Association. It was understood from a later 
letter from the Cheshire Veterinary Inspectors’ 
Section that nothing further could be done before 
the next meeting of the Cheshire County Council 
in July. 

A letter was read from Mr, P. F. Dolan, together 
with one in support from the V.M.A. of Ireland, 
taking exception to a circular issued by the 
People’s League of Health concerning an outbreak 
of scarlet fever at Denham alleged to have been 
transmitted through the milk supply. 

It was decided to thank Mr. Dolan and the 
V.M.A. of Ireland for forwarding the correspond- 
ence, but the Committee do not consider the 
Denham case a good one upon which to raise the 
whole question of pasteurisation, though it will 
certainly keep their views in mind. 

The Committee again considered at length the 
question of fees for the examination of herds 
under the “ Accredited Scheme,” in view of 
the receipt of a resolution from the Royal 
Counties Division urging that a minimum scale 
should be laid down by the N.V.M.A, 

The Committee also had before it details of 
the fees already arranged in different parts of 
the country. 

In the light of this information, which empha- 
sises the varying nature of the arrangements 
made in the various Counties, it is still the view 
of the Committee that the fees for this work 
are best left for local arrangement. 

Also in connection with the “ Accredited 


Scheme,” the following resolution the 


Eastern Counties Division was considered :— 

“ That rey qualified veterinary practi- 
tioner should be entitled to give a certificate 
for Grade ‘A’ milk under the ‘ Accredited 
Herds ’ Scheme.” 

The Committee are unable to support this 
resolution in its present form, since it is thought 
that there must be a number of practitioners 
who, by reason of the nature of their practices, 


q 
FY 
3 
4 
4 
: 
~ 
id 
/ 


868 No. 30. VoL. xv. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


July 27, 1935. 


are not called upon to carry out these examina- 
tions. Consequently, it was decided to suggest 
to the Eastern Counties Division that a_ better 
course would be for them to urge that the 
examination of such herds should not be limited 
to those holding appointments” under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts. 

The motion for the reception and adoption 
was moved by the PreEsipDENT and seconded by 
Mr. NAIRN. 

The PReEsIDENT remarked that there were 
some matters in the report which were of special 
and rather regrettable interest to the Scottish 
members, but apparently nothing more could be 
done to improve the position of veterinary prac- 
titioners with regard to the various schemes 
for the production of clean milk. Had the 


Council any comments to make? ... . If not, 
he proposed that the report be received and 
adopted. 


The proposition carried without 
discussion. 


Appointments Committee.—This report was 
read as follows by the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, Major who moved its 
reception :— 


A meeting of the Appointments Committee was 
held at the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, on Monday, July 1st, 1935. 

Major D. S. Rabagliati occupied the Chair, 
and there were also present the President and 
Mr. Steele Bodger, while Captain O. V. Gunning, 
Major Hamilton Kirk and Mr. J. N. Ritchie were 
co-opted for the occasion. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

Correspondence was read which had passed 
between the N.V.M.A. and the Association of 
County Councils in Scotland regarding 
the salaries of whole-time Veterinary Officers 
in the service of Local Authorities. Despite 
the fact that the County Councils Association 
for England and Wales had received a deputation 
from the “National” on the matter, the reply 
from the Scottish Association was to the effect 
that the question was not one which came within 
the proper activities of that Association and 
accordingly no good purpose would be served 
by the Association receiving a deputation. 

The Committee were disappointed with the 
terms of this reply, and it was decided to récom- 
mend that all County Authorities in Scotland be 
supplied with the N.V.M.A. scale, together with 
an intimation that the County Councils, Associa- 
tion for England and Wales had thought fit, 
following a meeting with representatives of the 
N.V.M.A., to distribute the scale amongst their 
members and it was the “ National’s” desire 
that this information should also be made avail- 
able to Local Authorities in Scotland. 

The Committee approved the further repre- 
sentation which had been made to a certain 
Corporation with regard to the salary of the 
Corporation’s Veterinary Officer. It was under- 
stood that the matter was receiving the attention 
of the appropriate Committee of the Corporation. 

The Chairman reported that, following the 
refusal of the insertion of an advertisement for 
the new post of County Veterinary Officer for 
Worcestershire, on the ground of the inadequacy 
of the salary offered, a deputation had waited 
upen representatives of the Local Authority and, 


as a result, the latter had promised to recom- 
mend to the County Council that the commen- 
cing salary should be raised to the N.V.M.A. 
minimum of £600, together with satisfactory 
increments and travelling allowances. The 
deputation consisted of the Chairman of the 
Committee, together with Major DeVine and the 
General Secretary. 

On learning that the County Medical Officer 
for Worcestershire would, had he been aware 
of the existence of the N.V.M.A. scale, have 
recommended a commencing salary in conformity 
therewith, the Committee agreed to furnish the 
Society of Medical Officers of Health with a 
copy of the scale and to suggest to them that 
it should be circulated to County Medical Officers 
of Health. 

The Committee were glad to have the assurance 
of Sir Frederick Hobday that in future no 
advertisement for local authority appointments 
which failed to conform to the N.V.M.A. scale 
would be accepted for publication in The Veter- 
inary Journal, 

The Committee heard with satisfaction from 
a letter received from the Hon. Secretary of 
the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland 
that the dispute which had existed between the 
Veterinary Officers and the Irish Free State 
Department of Agriculture in regard to the 
remuneration to be offered for whole-time 
appointments has now been - satisfactorily 
settled. 

A letter was read from Mr. R. J. Thomas, of 
Manchester, enquiring if the Association has at 
any time considered the question of drawing u 
a scale of salaries for assistants in genera 
practice. 

After discussion, the Committee decided to 
inform Mr. Thomas of its adherence to the view 
expressed when this matter was previously con- 
sidered, that it could not see its way to lay down 
such a scale inasmuch as in the view of the 
Committee it would be impracticable to secure 
its adoption generally. 


Mr. Sree_eE BopcGer seconded and the report 
was adopted without discussion. 


Finance and General Purposes Committee.— 
The SeEcrRETARY read this report as follows, the 


‘ Chairman of the Committee (Lieut.-Colonel P. J. 


Simpson) being absent. 


Two meetings of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee have been held during the 
past quarter, under the Chairmanship of Lieut.- 
Colonel P. J. Simpson. 

In addition to routine business, the following 
matiers have been dealt with. 

The Committee has received and passed for 
presentation to the Annual General Meeting the 
audited accounts of the Association for the year 
ending December 31st, 1934. 

In accordance with the instructions of the 
Council, consideration has been given to a letter 
from the Secretary of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons with reference to the 
Library Endowment Fund. This stated that the 
suggestion had been made that the Divisions 
might be willing to vote an annual donation to 
the Fund, on the express condition that such 
donations were added to the capital of the fund 
and invested, and the Association was asked if 
it could itself see its way to adopt the suggestion. 

The Committee decided to suggest to the Coun- 
cil that a second donation to the amount of 25 
guineas be made, but in doing so it did not 
feel justified in recommending that a grant should 
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be given annually, although it was agreed that 
the allocation of further sums should be con- 
sidered from time to time. 

As desired by the Council, the Committee has 
also considered the following resolution sub- 
mitted by the Executive Committee of the 
Scottish Branch: — 

“That in view of the poor representation 
of Scotland on the Committees of the Council 
of the N.V.M.A., the time is now opportune 
to discuss the possibility of the payment of 
expenses of branch and divisional represen- 
tatives. It is urged that the Secretary, failing 
whom, one other representative to the 
Council of the N. who may be 
nominated by the Branch or Divisional 
President, should be entitled to claim his 
expenses from the funds of the N.V.M.A.” 

At the same time the larger question of the 
travelling expenses of all Members of Council 
and of Standing Committees being defrayed by 
the Association was again gone into in the light 
of figures supplied by the Hon. Treasurer, a 
—— of which has been circulated to the Council 
with the notice of this meeting. As a result, 
the Committee came to the conclusion that it 
must adhere to the recommendation it made to 
the Council in January, 1934, which was as 
follows :— 

“ That this Committee is unanimously of 
opinion that the proposal that the N.V.M.A. 
should refund to Members of Council 
travelling expenses incurred in attending 
Council and Committee Meetings is imprac- 
ticable, but the Committee strongly recom- 
mends the consideration by the Divisions 
of the payment of expenses of their own 
representatives attending Committee and 
Council Meetings of the N.V.M.A.” 

The Committee does, however, recommend that 
the expenses of the following should be borne 
by the Association: 

(i) Members appointed by the Council to 
attend conferences of other bodies, 
unless the representatives so appointed 
have already been appointed as dele- 

gates from_other bodies. 

(ii) Members of Deputations from the Asso- 

ciation. 

(iii) Members of Special Committees of the 
Association. 

Further, should the Council adopt this 
proposal, then it is suggested that these expenses 
should be met to the following extent: In the 
case of delegates to conferences and members 
of deputations first-class railway fares, and 25s. 
for every 24 hours away from home—this allow- 
ance to cover subsistence, taxis, and all incidental 
expenses such as gratuities to porters, etc., etc. 
In the case of members of Special Committees 
third-class railway fares and a subsistence allow- 
ance of 25s. for every 24 hours way from home. 

As also requested by the Council, the Com- 
mittee has considered the question of new head- 
quarters for the Association. 

Arrangements have been made for a number 
of properties to be viewed, but it is felt that 
opportunities for taking over other premises 
might be lost unless the Committee is empowered 
to acquire any suitable accommodation that may 
be found. If it is the wish of Council that new 
headquarters should be secured then the Com- 
mittee trusts that the Council will give it that 
authority. 


Major Kirk moved that the report be 
received, Mr. STEELE BopcGeER seconding. 
The PRESIDENT said that the report was now 


open for discussion. He would point out to 
them that it contained two proposals which 
were of very great importance: one had refer- 
ence to the payment of travelling expenses and 
subsistence allowances for delegates, for 
members of deputations and for special com- 
mittees. The other concerned the proposed 
change in the headquarters of the Associatipn. 
What was asked in regard to the latter proposal 
was that the Council should give authority to 
the Committee to make an investigation of other 
premises and to secure any suitable accommo- 
dation that might be found. It was as well 
that they should know what power was going 
to be left in the hands of that Committee. 
It was for the Council to discuss these points 
and to consider whether they were going to 
give authority for the acquirement of new 
premises and for the considerable capital expen- 
diture which would be involved in any change 
in the headquarters of the Association. 

Major RaBaAGLIATI enquired why the Com- 
mittee proposed to pay first-class railway fares 
in the case of delegates to conferences and 
members of deputations, and only third-class 
fares in the case of members of special 
committees. 

The PRESIDENT replied that it was a question 
of the total expenditure involved. 

Major SprREULL proposed and Captain GUNNING 
seconded ‘‘ That third-class travelling expenses, 
together with subsistence allowance, be allowed 
to all those to whom expenses are proposed 
to be allowed in this report.” 

Major Kirk observed that it was thought 
that if a man were travelling on behalf of 
the Association to meet a Government body, the 
payment of first-class fares would give him and 
the Association added dignity. 

Mr. STEELE Bopcer, supporting, said that if 
a man was representing the N.V.M.A. as a 
delegate at a conference, that Association, as 
a first-class association, should pay him first- 
class travelling expenses. 

Major SpreuLL: “‘ You mean that when our 
delegate arrives at his destination the band is 
there and everybody sees him descend from a 
first-class carriage.” 

Mr. STEELE Bopcer: “No, Sir. I suggest 
that for our own sakes we ought to pay first- 
class railway fares under such circumstances.” 

The PRESIDENT now put to the meeting the 
amendment: “That third-class travelling 
expenses, together with subsistence allowance, 
be allowed to all those to whom expenses are 
proposed to be allowed in this report,’ but it 
was lost, only three members of Council voting 
in favour. 

Mr. Watt now moved: “ That every member 
of Council resident over one hundred miles 
from London should have his expenses paid 
when attending meetings of that body.” 
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Major Kirk pointed out that the proposal 
had been made before and had been rejected 
by the Council on the ground that it would cost 
a matter of £1,000 a year to carry into effect. 

If the “ National” Council, continued Major 
Kirk, appointed a gentleman to do some work 
for it as a delegate, or to attend a deputation 
on its behalf, or appointed him on a special 
committee, the N.V.M.A. should pay his 
expenses; and the Finance Committee had con- 
sidered that point and made recommendations 
accordingly, but if a Division wished to send 
a representative then the Division should pay: 


the “ National” could not possibly afford to 


do so. 

Mr. STEELE Bopcer observed that the Com- 
mittee were in sympathy with the “ National ” 
paying the expenses in question, but the 
Treasurer drew up a list of what it would cost 
and proved that it was not practicable. It 
was essential that those meetings should be 
held in London. ‘Therefore they could not 
entertain the idea of reducing the expenditure 
involved by calling meetings elsewhere. He 
appreciated that there was only a small attend- 
ance at that meeting there that day, but on 
the previous day there were even Scottish 
members who were not present at the Com- 
mittee meeting, although the meeting was held 
at Edinburgh to accommodate them. They 
submitted therefore that it was the responsi- 
bility of the Divisions to make it possible for 
their representatives to attend in London. 

The PRESIDENT replied that he did not think 
it would be right to make a charge against 
_the Scottish members who had not attended 
at the Committee meeting on the previous day, 
because there was only one Scottish member 
who was on the Committee. The whole question 
was one of finance, and they could not make 
such inroads on their income without doing 
damage to the Association. 

Mr. Nairn submitted that the Association 
could afford to defray the expenses of one 
representative in spite of the views of their 
always, and justifiably, careful Treasurer, 
and he did not see why members from Scotland 
should always be penalised because they would 
be likely to stay in Scotland. (Laughter.) It 
cost a great deal for some of them to attend 
meetings held in London, and they only wished 
to be put on the same footing as members 
resident in or near the metropolis. They 
wanted to see the “ National ” a truly national 
association, and unless it was going to be repre- 
sentative of the whole country it could not truly 
be termed such; many of the decisions of the 
Committees would not be so lop-sided, sometimes 
to the disadvantage of Scotland, if they had 
more Scottish representatives there. 

The PRESIDENT: “ I know this, that at the 
meetings in London every consideration is given 


to all questions, no matter from what part 
of the veterinary field they come.” (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr. NairN expressed agreement, but added 
that if there were no Scottish advocates present 
perhaps the Scottish aspect could not be put 
so clearly. 

The PRESIDENT observed that it seemed to him 
that since there was a wish that further con- 
sideration should be given to the subject, an 
amendment might be proposed that the Finance 
Committee be asked to give further considera- 
tion to a limited representation from Scotland 
and other areas as far afield. 

Mr. Watt thereupon proposed that the matter 
be referred back to the Finance Committee 
for further consideration, with the suggestion 
that railway fares only should be paid from 
each Branch and Division from areas beyond 
one hundred miles from London. 

Major Kirk asked if any member of a Divi- 
sion could tell him of any reason why the 
Division should not help in this matter, if 
the parent body did not find itself able to meet 
the sum that was required. 

The PresipENnT: “ All that is required is to 
meet the expenses of one representative from 
each Division in Scotland.” 

Council having accepted the proposal for 
reference back, consideration to be 
limited as suggested by the President, 
Captain Simpson asked for more information 
with regard to the proposal of a change in 
the headquarters of the Association. He did 
not want to limit the scope of the enquiries 
being made, but he thought the Council should 
know to what they were going to be committed 
if such action were taken. He would like 
to suggest that before any commitment was 
made the Council should be fully informed of 
all that was intended and.of the expenditure 
they were going to be involved in in securing 
new buildings. The Committee should, in his 
view, limit itself, at the present stage, to 
securing all possible information with regard 
to new properties and, if necessary, securing 
an option on any premises they deemed suitable, 
but they should report back to the Council 
before any financial proposition was made, 

Major Kirk replied that the Finance Com- 
mittee had been making enquiries since the 
last Council meeting and premises had been 
found which, in the opinion of the Finance 
Comunittee, were eminently suitable, and he had 
been requested by the Chairman of the Finance - 
Committee to ask the Council to give power 
for that Committee to act. If they asked the 
Finance Committee to make investigations and 
that Committee found a place, they really must 
trust the Committee, and he could assure the 
Council that the Finance Committee kept a very 
close watch on the financial interests of the 
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Association. Regarding the proposed building, 
they wanted to know whether the Council would 
permit them first of all to take an option for 
six weeks and in the meantime to get a sur- 
veyor to go into details throughout the house, 
to see what it would cost, and to see what 
negotiations they could make for the leasing 
of that house, and then report to the meeting 
at Belfast. 

At this stage the Council resolved itself into 
committee to consider the matter further, and 
on the resumption of open meeting Major Kirk 
proposed : ** That this Council gives the Finance 
Committee power to take an option on the build- 
ing in question and report back to the Council 
at Belfast.” 

Mr. NairRN seconded the proposition, which 
was carried unanimously. 

The PRESIDENT now proposed that the report 
of the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee be accepted, with the amendments that 
had already been passed, and the proposition 
was carried. 


Hon, TREASURER’S REPORT 


The Secretary read the Hon. Treasurer's 
report on the finances of the Association during 
the past quarter. In reference to the final 
balance shown, the Treasurer stated in his 
report that when it was remembered that £500 
more was invested this year than last, that 
balance might be said to be very satisfactory, 
reflecting as it did the increase in membership 
and advertising and sales of The Veterinary 
Record experienced this year, Reference had 
been made elsewhere to the increased donations 
to the Benevolent Societies and the greater 
expenditure on abstracts shown in that financial 
statement. 

On the motion of the PrReEstpEntT the Hon. 
Treasurer’s report was approved. 


Editorial Committee.—In the absence of Sir 
John Moore, this report was read as follows 
by the SEcRETARY :— 


The King’s Silver Jubilee was made _ the 
occasion for the publication of a retrospect_ of 

rogress made in veterinary science during His 
Majesty’s reign, and the Principals of the Veter- 
inary Colleges have been supplied with reprints 
for issue to students. 

During the quarter it has been ascertained 
from the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
that no objection will be taken to the publication 
in The Veterinary Record of the theses of those 
successful in securing the Diploma. 
The Committee propose to take advantage of 
this source of valuable material, and a com- 
mencement will be made in the next issue. 

In consequence of the receipt of a complaint 
from Mr. LI. E. W. Bevan, renewed representations 
have been made to the Colonial Office that the 
period between the publication of advertisements 
relating to appointments and the date of the 
receipt of applications should be extended suffi- 
ciently to permit of applications being received 
from Colonial members. It is gratifying to note 
that an assurance has been received from the 
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Colonial Office that the Association’s wishes will 
be met so far as is practicable. In this con- 
nection the following letter has been received 
from Mr. Bevan: 
The Trypanosomiasis Bureau, 
P.O. Box 675, 
Salisbury, 
Southern Rhodesia. 
May, 5th, 1935. 
Dear Sir, 


I have to thank you for your letter of April 
1ith concerning the time allowed by_ the 
Colonial Office to applicants for posts adver- 
tised in The Veterinary Record. 

It is pleasing to note that the Colonial 
Office still has the interest of the over-seas 
members of the veterinary profession at 
heart, as I understood that since the death 
of the late Mr. Eustace Montgomery, this 
was not the case. 

And I must thank 
taking this matter up. 

Yours faithfully, 
LI. E. W. BEVAN, M.R.C.V.S. 
W. Brown, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., 
Editorial Representative, 
National Veterinary Medical Association. 
In view of the attainment of his centenary 
by Dr. Griffith Evans in August next, arrange- 
ments have been made for the publication of an 
appreciation of the life and work of this distin- 
guished member of the profession. 


Reports of Special Committees 


Small-Animal Euthanasia Committee.—The 
third progress report of this Committee was 
read by the Secretary as follows :— 


To all intents and purposes the investigations 
of this Committee are now at an end and except 
for certain specific work which it is intended to 
repeat litthe remains to be done beyond drawing 
up the Report in a form fit for publication and 
to decide on the method of presentation. 

In this respect some progress has been achieved 
and one or two chapters have been commenced. 

The selection of suitable paper on which it 
is hoped the Report will be published, prepara- 
tion of illustrations, etc., are all being carefully 
studied. 

The Committee suggests that a sum be charged 
for the Report, which as previously stated will 
be somewhat voluminous, in order that the ex- 
penses which have been incurred during the 
course of the work as well as in the publication 
of the Report, may be, ,in part, defrayed. 

The Committee asks for executive powers in 
the matter of publication and when complete 
it is proposed to send copies gratuitously to a 
number of selected journals, lay and professional, 
for purposes of review. 


The PRESIDENT observed that while this was 
a progress report and so only intended to inform 
the members of Council of the progress of the 
work of that Committee, it was also asking for 
certain powers, and before they could be 
granted it would be necessary to accept and 
approve that report. Accordingly, he proposed 
that the report be received. 

Mr. STEELE Bopcer having seconded, the 
SECRETARY of the CommITTEE replied to certain 
questions which were asked concerning the 
approximate amount which was likely to be 
expended in the publication of that Report. 


your Association for 
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Mr. STEELE Bopcer then moved: “ That the 
report of the Euthanasia Committee be approved 
and that they be accorded executive powers 
in the matter of the production of their Report.” 

The speaker observed, amid assent, that he 
thought that the Council had full confidence 
in those who were carrying out that investi- 
gation and that they would produce a Report 
which would redound to the credit of the pro- 
fession. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 


Advisory Committee on Poultry Diseases. 
This report was read by the GENERAL 
SECRETARY as follows :— 


Two meetings of the Advisory Committee on 
Poultry Diseases have been held during the past 
—: under the Chairmanship of Major T. 

alling. 


Post-GRADUATE COURSES 


The Committee has gone further into the ques- 
tion of post-graduate courses in _ poultry 
husbandry and disease as recommended in the 
evidence submitted by the Association to the 
Reorganisation Commission for Eggs and Poultry. 
The Committee hopes shortly to be a position 
to lay before the Council its proposals in this 
connection. 


GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE TO ENQUIRE INTO DISEASES 
OF POULTRY AND THEIR CONTROL 

One of the recommendations of the Reorgani- 
sation Commission for Eggs and Poultry was 
that a Committee should be set up to enquire 
into diseases of poultry and their control. The 
Committee recommends to the Council that steps 
be taken to ensure the inclusion of a veterinary 
surgeon conversant with 7 diseases, etc., 
on that Committee when formed. 

NATIONAL PouLTRY COUNCIL 

It was reported to the Committee that the 
National Poultry Council control to a large extent 
in this —s the activities of the poultry 
industry and that no veterinary surgeon is a 
member of their Council. The Committee was 
impressed by the necessity for veterinary repre- 
sentation on the Council of that body, and it was 
agreed to recommend to the Council that a 
request be made for the co-option of a veterinary 
surgeon conversant with poultry diseases on the 
National Poultry Council. 

DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE 

Consideration has been given to methods 
whereby knowledge in connection with poultry 
diseases and their control could be disseminated 
to the veterinary profession. 

It was agreed to recommend to the Council 
that a small booklet describing the essential 
features with regard to poultry diseases be pre- 
pared by the Committee and circulated to 
members of the N.V.M.A., and further, that each 
year an addendum be added to the booklet con- 
taining a summary of the various researches of 
poultry diseases which had been completed 
during the year. It was felt that this method was 
to be preferred to the publication of abstracts, 
etc., in The Veterinary Record. It is estimated 
that the cost of printing such a booklet would 
be about £40. 

DEMONSTRATIONS AND LECTURES 

It was decided that the Council should recom- 
mend strongly to the Divisions that arrangements 
should be made for the holding of demonstra- 
tions and lectures in connection with poultry 
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diseases. The Committee are aware that such 
recommendations have already been made, but 
advantage has not been taken by all Divisions 
of the facilities provided by the Ministry of 
Agriculture which arranged that Mr. Dobson 
could give such lectures from ‘time to time. 
It was felt that it should be impressed upon 
the Hon. Secretaries of all Divisions that the 
holding of such demonstrations, etc., was of 
great importance and that they should make 
every effort to have large attendances at such 
meetings. It was also felt that at these meetings 
arrangements might be made for the presence 
of lecturers who could deal with subjects relating 
to poultry husbandry generally. 

The PreEsIDENT: “ For the purpose of dis- 
cussion, I propose that this report be received.” 

Major SprEuLL seconded. 

The PRESIDENT said that quite a number of 
proposals were there for their consideration. 
The first was in regard to the institution of 
post-graduate courses in poultry husbandry 
and disease—concerning that, the Committee 
hoped shortly to be in a position to lay pro- 
posals before the Council. The second proposal 
was a recommendation to the Council that steps 
be taken to ensure the inclusion of a veterinary 
surgeon conversant with poultry diseases, etc., 
on the committee of enquiry to be set up on 
the recommendation of the Reorganisation 
Commission for Eggs and Poultry. Thirdly, 
there was the printing of the booklet on poultry 
diseases, the cost of printing which was esti- 
mated as approximately £40; last of all, there 
was the reference to demonstrations and 
lectures. 

Mr. Nairn asked if it was not the case that 
the Ministry of Agriculture had a publication 
relative to poultry diseases. 

The Secretary informed the Council that a 
gentleman who had something to do with the 
publication to which Mr. Nairn had referred 
was also a member of the Association’s Advisory 
Committee, and was of opinion that the proposed 
booklet would be very useful to the profession, 
as the Ministry’s publication was _ issued 
primarily for the poultry breeder. 

Mr. STEELE BopGerR proposed that both in 
connection with this publication and that to 
be issued by the Euthanasia Committee, issue 
should be made at a reduced cost to members 
of the profession. 

The PrEsIDENT: “ In this case it is suggested 
that copies should be issued free to members 
of the Association.” 

The motion for the reception and adoption 
of the report having been made by Captain 
GUNNING, Mr. Natrn seconded, and it was 
carried, the PRESIDENT adding: “ Mr. Steele 
Bodger’s suggestion in regard to the Euthanasia 
Committee Report will be borne in mind.” 


Committee on Fur-bearing Animals, ete.— 
This report was read as follows by Major Kirk, 
who moved its reception :— 

This Committee was appointed by the Council 
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to explore means of agg about the collabora- 
tion of the veterinary profession and members 
of the rabbit, fur-bearing animals, pigeons and 
aviary birds industries. ; 

The Committee was constituted as_ follows: 
Major Hamilton. Kirk (Chairman), Major 
Dalling and Mr. K. D. Downham, with Miss A, M. 
Catchpole, Mr. Henry Gray, Dr. Tom Hare and 
Professor W. C. Miller as co-opted members. 

From information supplied by members of the 
Committee it is apparent that the commercial 
value of the fur-bearing animals and birds, in- 
cluding pigeons, aviary birds and wild game, 
bred in this country is very great. 

The following are a few examples:— _ 

(i) The Silver-Fox Breeders’ Association have 
on their register some 7,000 breeding foxes, of 
a value reaching to about £125 per pair. 

(ii) Mink are being bred to a _ considerable 
extent and their number is increasing. The 
value of a breeding unit—consisting of three 
females and one male—is about £50. Each year 
shows an increase in the number of_ fitch, 
racoon, fisher, martens, ete., bred for their fur. 

(iii) There are many large aviaries housing 
hundreds of birds. It is understood that the 
upkeep of one of the largest private collections 
costs £10,000 per annum. The export trade in 
canaries is valued at about £50,000 per year, 
individual birds making up to £20. 

(iv) The rabbit industry is colossal. It is esti- 
mated that there are at least 70,000 breeders 
in this country; new breeds are being estab- 
lished, and a sum as large as £50 has been paid 
for a specimen of the new “ Rex” variety. 

The Committee had before it much evidence 
of a similiar nature, but it is felt that the above 
examples suffice to show the large commercial 
value of these industries. 

It was further pointed out to the Committee 
that in addition to the financial value of these 
industries, the sentimental value attached to the 
individual animal or bird is of considerable 
importance. 

{|The Committee proceeded to make certain 
recommendations for the consideration of the 
Council. ] 

The PRESIDENT, inviting discussion, stated 
that he might say that the Committee was 
formed by the Organising Committee. That 
report made a number of suggestions, and he 
thought it would be a proper thing for the 
whole of it to be referred to the Organising 
Committee for their consideration. 

Mr. Nairn moved accordingly, and the pro- 
position was carried. 

On the proposition of Mr. STEELE BopceEr, 
and seconded by Mr. Nairn, it was agreed that 
the report be circulated amongst members of 
Council. 

It was further agreed that the best thanks 
of the Council be given to members of this 
Committee for their labours. 


Special Committee on the Tuberculin Tests.— 
The SeEcRETARY reported to the Council that this 
Committee had met once during the quarter, 
but was not in a position to present a report. 


“ Dalrymple-Champneys ” Prize.—The report 
of this Special Committee was read by the 
SECRETARY as follows :-— 
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The Committee appointed to consider nomina- 
tions for the 1935 award of the “ Dalrymple- 
Champneys ” Prize met at the Offices of the Asso- 
ciation on Thursday, May 2nd. 

There were present: Sir Weldon Dalrymple- 
Champneys (in the Chair), Dr. W. H. Andrews 
and Professor J. Macqueen. 

One nomination was submitted and a com- 
munication from the. President was read. 

After consideration, the Committee unani- 
mously resolved to recommend: “ That the 
‘Dalrymple-Champneys’ Prize for 1935 be 
awarded to Major Thomas Dalling, M.R.c.v.s.” 

It was the view of the Committee that copies 
of the Prize Regulations might usefully be cir- 
culated to the Divisions and the Committee 
recommends to the Council that this be done. It 
was also decided to recommend that a_ note 
calling attention to the Prize be added to the 
Agendas for the quarterly meetings of Council. 


The reference in the Committee’s report to 
the award of the Dalrymple-Champneys Prize 
to Major Dalling was greeted with loud 
applause, and the PresipEnt, after the comple- 
tion of the reading of the report, observed: 
“ After that demonstration, I do not think it is 
necessary to put it to you that the report of 
the Committee be received and adopted. I am 
sure that we agree with the Committee that 
it is the general wish that the prize be awarded 
to Major Dalling. (Hear, hear.) 


Delegate’s Report 


The SECRETARY now laid before Council the 
report from the Association’s delegate (Mr. J. O. 
Powley) to the Congress of the Royal Institute 
of Public Health. 

The report was accepted, and it was agreed 
that it be published in The Veterinary Record 
and that Mr. Powley be thanked for sending 
in so comprehensive a report on the proceed- 
ings of the Congress in question. 


Tue Roya. INSTITUTE OF PuBLIC HEALTH AND THE 
INSTITUTE OF HYGIENE 


I would like, in the first place, to express my 
appreciation of the honour paid me by being 
asked to represent the Association at this Con- 
gress, and trust that the meagre account of my 
stewardship will be acceptable. 

It will be appreciated that the subjects pre- 
sented at the congress were many and varied, 
and it was only possible to devote the time 
at one’s disposal to those subjects which are 
of interest to the profession, viz., tuberculosis 
and the problems of disease connected with the 
thorny question of milk. 

Owing to the unfortunate illness of the 
Princess Royal, it was impossible for the Presi- 
dent, The Rt. Hon. the Earl of Harewood, k.G., 
D.S.0., to attend and deliver his address at the 
opening of congress. 

The Tuberculosis section was under the Presi- 
dency of Sir Pendrill Varrier-Jones, M.A., F.R.C.P., 
the Medical Superintendent of the Papworth 
Village Settlement, who gave us a most stimulating 
general survey of the tuberculosis problem, and 
which, when it appears in print, will repay 
perusal by all persons interested in the subject. 

Arising out of a discussion on “ Modern Con- 
ceptions of Tuberculosis and its Prevention” by 
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Graham S. Johnston, M.p., p.p.u., Chief Tubercu- 
losis Officer of the West Riding of Yorks, one 
speaker stressed the value of cultural cultiva- 
tion of the bacillus in diagnosis, and the fact 
that the bovine type of bacillus was more often 
the cause of phthisis than was generally sup- 
posed. Another pene stressed was the number 
of sputa which, though negative on microscopic 
examination, proved positive to cultural methods 
of diagnosis, results being obtained in about ten 
days. Could not this method be employed in 
some cases in the bovine and thus limit the time 
expended over the biological test? Another 
speaker during the course of the discussion gave 
a most interesting talk on the question § of 
Mendelianism and its relation to infection, point- 
ing out that certain races showed greater powers 
of resistance than others. The President of the 
section, summing up the discussion, said the 
time was ripe for a reconsideration of all the 
factors concerned in the tuberculosis problem. 

Dr. Buchan, M.O.H. for the City of Bradford 
gave a stimulating talk on “The Milk Problem 
in Relation to the Spread of Infectious Disease,” 
giving the four types of infection as follows:— 

(1)—(a) Streptococcal infections respon- 
sible for some of the epidemics of sore 
throat. (The speaker pointed out the possi- 
bility of the infecting organism coming 
direct from the cow). 

(b) Staphylococcal infections producing 
a toxemia in the human subject, explained 
by the formation of toxins in the milk due 
to storage. 

(2) Salmonella infections producing gastro- 
enteritis in humans. 

(3) Brucella-abortus Bang infection pro- 
ducing undulant fever. 

(4) Tuberculosis. 

During the course of the discussion the value 
of pasteurisation as a preventative was stressed 
by the majority of the speakers, but Dr. Buchan 
was emphatic in his statement that the elimina- 
tion of the tubercle bacillus from milk must 
be tackled at the source, viz., by the elimination 
of tuberculosis from the cow. 

Major Rabagliati gave a résumé of the various 
measures in force aiming at “ Eliminating Tuber- 
culosis from the Milk Supply.” The discussion, 
as was to be expected, resolved itself into con- 
sideration of the panacea for all milk ills, viz., 
pasteurisation. The milk interests, which were 
strongly represeated at the congress, criticised 
tuberculin testing, being inclined to the opinion 
—which they apparently wished to convey to 
the meeting—that testing was in some way 
responsible for the present unsatisfactory tuber- 
culosis situation. 

It is significant that the vested milk interests 
are beginning to take a prominent part in these 
discussions, and one can only look on their 

resence with favour as it will give opportunities 
or better understanding after hearing the other 
fellows’ point of view at first hand. At the 
moment they have only one universal cure— 
pasteurisation. Whilst we, as a profession, admit 
the value of it is imperative that 
we should take a more active interest in these 
congresses to leaven the statements which might 
be made by the vested interests and others. 
Pasteurisation is only a‘plank and the profession 
must more forcibly express its views and claim 
the credit which is its due. It should be stressed 
that the bovine tuberculosis problem is an agri- 
cultural problem and can only be tackled by the 
veterinary profession. 


June 8th, 1935. 


J. O. Pow ey. 


Parliamentary Science Committee 


The Secretary next read the following report 
of the Association’s representatives (Major 
G. W. Dunkin and Dr. W. R. Wooldridge) on 
the Parliamentary Science Committee :— 


Since the appointment of your delegates there 
has been one meeting of this Committee and 
it was held in the House of Commons on May 14th, 
1935, under the Chairmanship of Sir Arnold T. 
Wilson, K.C.LE., C.S.1., C.M.G., M.P. Both your 
delegates were present on this occasion, and both 
took part in the debate which took place. 

The business of the meeting was for the most 
part formal and consisted in the confirmation 
of previous minutes, consideration of the Hon. 
a age Ba and Treasurer’s reports, etc. The 
main = of this meeting was, however, 
to provide an opportunity for the Members to 
get acquainted and to hear the views of the 
Chairman on the functions and future activities 
of the Committee as expressed in an Address 
which followed the purely business side of the 
meeting. 

In the course of his address the Chairman 
clarified many points which were somewhat 
obscure to your delegates prior to the meeting 
and pointed out how the Members could assist 
in the work ahead. “It was a serious attempt,” 
said the Chairman, “to link up, as it were, 
scientists and legislators,” and as far as your 
delegates are concerned it would seem _ that 
“much good work can be accomplished in ways 
not as yet believed possible by other means.” 

It is clear that the Chairman, and certain 
other Members of Parliament associated with 
this movement, are anxious to know of the acti- 
vities of every organisation which is represented 
on the Committee, whether it be chemist, 
architect, builder, engineer, veterinarian, or 
public health officer, and a request has been 
made that annual and other Reports be furnished 
to the Secretary for inclusion in the newly- 
formed reference library. In another part of his 
address the Chairman stressed the fact that, 
provided the Members of Parliament are supplied 
with adequately documented evidence, there will 
be a serious attempt to apply our scientific know- 
ledge to the requirements of the nation. This 
is one of the main functions of the Committee. 

With this end in view it will be possible 
through the Committee to question Ministers in 
Parliament on the scientific issues of matters 
receiving public attention, to examine Bills 
before Parliament which involve scientific know- 
ledge and to make representation wherever 
necessary, to furnish M.P.s with authoritative 
information cogent in debate and generally to 
ensure that the scientific aspect of motions dis- 
cussed in both Houses is adequately represented. 
The Chairman further suggested that before sub- 
mitting matters to the Committee, individual 
bodies should, as far as possible, get into touch 
with as many private Members of Parliament 
as pena, and that the names of those Members 
of Parliament should be forwarded to the Com- 
mittee at the same time as other information. It 
might, therefore, be advisable for this Associa- 
tion to try and form a list of its own members 
who have access to individual Members of Parlia- 
ment. Your delegates feel that under the Chair- 
manship of Sir Arnold Wilson much will be 
possible, for he is not only a Member of Parlia- 
ment of forceful yet pleasant personality, but a 
man of dynamic energy. 

_ As the Parliamentary Science Committee and 
its work is still in the process of development, 
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your delegates are of the opinion that it 
is advisable that any suggested collaborative 
action taken by the N.V.M.A. should in the first 
place be referred to the Association’s represen- 
tatives on the Committee for their consideration 
and opinion. | 

In conclusion, your delegates feel that they 
should add that the view was expressed by the 
Chairman during the course of his address thal 
the sum of £10 10s. should be regarded as a 
minimum subscription fee, and this suggestion 
is here put forward for the favourable considera- 
tion of the Council. 

The PRESIDENT informed the Council, in refer- 
ence to the last paragraph of the above report, 
that the Association had already paid ten 
guineas to this Committee as a subscription; 
it was thought that the Committee might be of 
service to the Association in parliamentary 
affairs, and judging from the report which was 
now put forward, it would seem that there 
was every prospect of that anticipation being 
fulfilled. (Hear, hear.) They did not require 
to adopt that report. 


Resolutions from Divisions 


From the Yorkshire Division: — 

(i) “That the appropriate committee of 
the N.V.M.A. be asked seriously to 
consider the non-acceptance of adver- 
tisements from firms which supply 
the laity, particularly with biological 
and bacteriological products.” 


(ii) “ That the appropriate committee of 
the N.V.M.A. be urged to take all 
possible steps to ensure that the 
abbreviation “ Vet.” is not used by 
members of the public when referring 
to members of the veterinary pro- 
fession in the press or by public 
announcement, and that such mem- 
bers be referred to by the proper 
title of ‘“ Veterinary Surgeon.” 

Council considered the first resolution in com- 
mittee, and upon the resumption of open meet- 
ing it was resolved that a reply be sent to the 
Division stating that, while the Council were 
in sympathy with the aims and objects of the 
resolution, they deemed that it was not prac- 
ticable to give effect to it; also that in the 
opinion of the Council the matter of veterinary 
surgeons supplying syringes and various pro- 
ducts to their clients should receive considera- 
tion by the Royal College as a form of repre- 
hensible conduct. 

The Council decided to send the second resolu- 
tion from the Yorkshire Division to the Organ- 
ising Committee for their consideration. 


ANY OTHER BUSINESS 


The PRESIDENT reported that Major Dunkin 
had resigned his position as Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee on Parasitic Diseases and 
that Major A. C. Duncan had been nominated 
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in his place. He proposed that the appoint- 
ment of Major Duncan be confirmed. 

The proposition was seconded by Mr. Watt 
and carried. 

Proceeding, the PRESIDENT said that they had 
had laid before them that afternoon certain 
resolutions in the name of Mr. Steele Bodger, 
the Hon. Secretary of the Veterinary Practi- 
tioners’ Society, but he did not think that they 
could be discussed then. They had not been 
circulated, but they might be read for the infor- 
mation of the Council. 

Mr. STEELE BopGer, complying, stated that 
that was a resolution in two parts from the 
Society of Veterinary Practitioners. 

“That this meeting of the Society of 
Veterinary Practitioners, held conjointly 
with practitioners of Surrey, Kent and 
Sussex at Tunbridge Wells on June 28th, 
1935, is of opinion that the free tuberculin 
testing of herds by whole-time veterinary 
officers of County and Municipal Authorities 
is wrong in principle; that it constitutes 
a serious economic injustice (or loss) to 
practitioners; that it is an unfair compe- 
tition by sheltered staffs and is unnecessary 
in the public interest, and when accom- 
panied by the refusal to give official 
acceptance to the certificates of private 
practitioners is calculated to undermine 
their prestige, and to destroy the confidence 
of their clients in their professional ability 
and standing.” 

“That this meeting of the Society of 
Veterinary Practitioners respectfully 
requests the Council of the N.V.M.A. to 
appoint a Special Committee to investigate 
the subject of free tuberculin testing, 
especially in its economic and _ ethical 
bearings, and their consequences within the 
profession, and to agriculture.” 

The PRESIDENT informed the Council that they 
could offer any comments upon that composite 
resolution that they desired, but they could not 
do anything further with it that day. 

Mr. TayLor expressed the view that that 
resolution from the Society of Veterinary Prac- 
titioners in connection wih the meeting held by 
that body jointly with the practitioners of 
Surrey, Kent and Sussex was most important. 
He did not think that in England there had 
been realised the full significance of what had 
happened in Scotland, and he thought that the 
“ National”’ should take a sound grip on what 
was contained in this resolution. That very 
day, during the course of the business of that 
meeting, they had heard the- reply from the 
Lanarkshire County Council and also from the 
County Councils Association practically telling 
that Council to mind their own business. That 
illustrated the grip they had of the profession 
there in Scotland. The profession could not 
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move; it could do nothing. Let the “ National ” 
be warned by what had been foisted upon the 
practitioners in Scotland and before the same 
treatment was meted out to those in England 
as had been suffered by those in Scotland. 

The PRESIDENT having expressed his appre- 
ciation of the importance of the matter raised, 
Mr. Brown stated that he had attended the 
Congress now for a number of years and it 
amused him somewhat to hear the Englishmen 
squealing now that they were subjected to the 
same conditions as had obtained in Scotland for 
some time. The previous week, in the local 
press, it was reported that a chief veterinary 
officer had complained to his county council that 
owing to the one hundred per cent, increase in 
the number of certified herds he was not able 
to carry out his other duties with regard to 
routine inspection, with the result that he had 
to make request to be supplied with two full-time 
assistants, which would make a staff of six 
full-time veterinary surgeons in the county con- 
cerned. If those six men were to go on doing 
testing and other work as recommended, they 
would see where the general practitioner would 
find himself. If nothing was done immediately, 
the English practitioners would be placed in 
the same unenviable position as were the prac- 
titioners in Scotland. 

Mr. NAIRN moved that the resolution from the 
Society of Veterinary Practitioners be referred 
to the Public Health Committee of the Asso- 
ciation for consideration. 

Mr. STEELE Bovcer thought that there was 
an urgency about that matter and that it should 
be referred to the Joint Committee which had 
met during the course of the previous week. 

Mr. NAIRN acepted this, and it was therefore 
agreed that the matter be referred to a joint 
meeting of the Parliamentary and Veterinary 
Officers’ and Public Health Committee, the 
meeting to be called at an early date. 

The PRESIDENT now proposed that a hearty 
vote of thanks be accorded to Dr. Bradley for 
the use of rooms at the Royal (Dick) Veter- 
inary College, for the purpose of holding the 
Council and Committee meetings, N.V.M.A. He 
thought that it was only right that they should 
acknowledge with thanks the privilege that 
had been accorded to the Association in that 
respect. 

The vote of thanks was carried with accla- 
mation, as was a similar tribute to the President 
for his conduct of the proceedings. With this 
the meeting terminated. 


Mr. Desmond McCarthy, | reviewing H. W. 
Horwill’s “ Dictionary of Modern American 
Usage,” in The Sunday Times, says: “It may be 
as well to be reminded, as we are by this 
dictionary, that while the ‘colloquial abbreviation 
‘ vet.’ stands in England for veterinary surgeon, 
in America it means a veteran, and that any 
ex-Service man, irrespective of age, is one.” 


N.V.M.A. Reports 


CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY 


MEETING AT THE MUSEUM OF THE 
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 


The Fellows of the Society met at the 
Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C.2, on the evening of 
June 6th, 1935, with the primary object in view 
of hearing Sir Frank Colyer, F.R.c.s., discourse 
on “Caries and Parodontal Diseases in Wild 
and Captive Animals ” and of inspecting, under 
his guidance, the unique collection of patho- 
logical dental and other exhibits housed in the 
Museum. It must be said at once that a sur- 
prisingly small proportion of the membership 
took advantage of an opportunity much appre- 
ciated by those present, who were greatly 
impressed by the wonderful series of X-ray and 
other photographs with which Sir Frank illus- 
trated his address. 

The President (Mr. L. S. Balls) occupied the 
chair, and there were also present Messrs. W. 
Brown, H. E. Bywater (Hon. Secretary), Major 
W. Denington, Miss C. M. Ford, Mr. Henry 
Gray, Dr. Tom Hare, Miss K. Hernaman- 
Johnson, Mr. J. W. H. Holmes, Mr. H. D. Jones, 
Miss M. G. Jordan, Mr. H. C. P. King, Mr. 
Herbert King, Major H. Kirk, Dr. J. McCunn, 
Mr. J. W. MeIntosh, Major-General Sir John 
Moore, Mr. W. Perryman, Mr. Chas. Roberts, 
Miss K. W. Shedlock, Lieut.-Colonel P. W. 
Dayer Smith, Captain R. J. Stow, Captain 
W. K. Townson, Miss D. Uvarov and Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge. The following were present as 
visitors: Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Sir F. J. 
Colyer, Miss Evelyn Gray, Miss A. W. Greener, 
Mr. F. T. Harvey, Major C. J. R. Lawrence, 
Messrs. D. Laverack, R. D. Mackintosh, C. R. A. 
Powell, P. M. Sutton, N. R. Turnbull, J. A. J. 
Venn, G. M. Vincent and S. B. Vine. 

The minutes of the April and May meetings 
of the Society, having been published in 
The Veterinary Record, were taken as read and 
were signed as correct. 

A letter was read from Miss Tailby, in 
appreciative acknowledgment of the Society's 
communication of sympathy in respect of the 
death of the late Mr. Mark Tailby. 

The PRESIDENT now rose to say that he had 
sad news to report, in the passing away of 
Mr. Charles Norman Thompson, Veterinary Sur- 
geon to the Southern Railway Company, and 
who was a very old and respécted member of 
the “ Central.” 

The meeting stood in silent tribute to the 
memory of the deceased member. 

Proceeding, the President observed that the 
Fellows would learn, with much regret, that 
Mr. C. W. Howard, of Dorking, was very ill; 
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doubtless it would be their wish that the 
Secretary should write to Mr. Howard and 
convey to him, on their behalf, the earnest hope 
that he would soon be restored to health. 

Fellowship.—(a) Nomination; (b) Elections. 
(a) Mr. Geo. M. Vincent, of 2a, Egmont Road, 
Sutton, was nominated for Fellowship, on the 
proposition of the President, seconded by 
Captain J. F. Macdonald. 

(b) Captain V. Boyle (Ministry of Agricul- 
ture), Mr. B. A. Claxton (Ministry of Agricul- 
ture) and Miss Holman (Brockley), who had 
been nominated at the April meeting, were now 
unanimously elected Fellows of the Society. 

At this stage the PReEsIpDENT extended a 
cordial welcome to the visitors, with special 
mention of Dr. Bradley, Principal of the “Dick” 
College, and Mr. F. T. Harvey, the clinician 
from St. Colomb, Cornwall. 

Morbid Specimen.—Major HAmMILTon Kirk ex- 
hibited the uterus of a nine-year-old spaniel, 
which he had diagnosed as suffering from 
pyometra. For ten days he treated it by sub- 
cutaneous injections of pituitrin, a method 
which had often proved successful in the past ; 
but they did not have any obvious good effect 
in this case and the owner consented to the 
performance of an operation on the bitch. 

Accordingly, he removed the womb; it was 
absolutely full of pus and it weighed 2-lb. 4-o0z., 
which he should imagine was about 2-lb. more 
than it ought to weigh. He followed out 
Wright’s technique in this case and it was very 
successful. In other years it was his practice 
to sever the womb in front of the cervix and 
thereby sometimes lost the patient from septic 
peritonitis; but severance behind the cervix 
(that is—through the vagina) he had found 
very satisfactory. The womb was thus removed 
unopened at any point. 

- Another point about this case was that two 
days after operation, on examining the wound, 
he found that all the catgut sutures through 
the muscular coat had untied, and he had to 
re-chloroform the dog and suture the deep layer 
again, with silk. That made one very chary of 
using catgut; in fact, he had commonly found 
that catgut would undo itself: it seemed to go 
gelatinous and slimy. Buried silk sutures, 


although thoroughly well boiled before hand,’ 


had often set up suppurative foci, and it was 
in order to avoid such a contingency that he 
had in this case used catgut. 

Address.—The PRESIDENT now introduced Sir 
Frank Colyer, saying that he would like to 
record Sir Frank’s association with one of the 
past Fellows of the Society, Mr. William Willis, 
of Walworth Road. 

Sir Frank then gave the address (reproduced, 
witha report of the discussion, at the commence- 
ment of this issue of the Record) to which 
reference is made above, illustrated throughout 


with lantern slides of exceptional clarity and 
subject interest. Following a brief discussion, 
the Fellows made their way to the exhibit halls, 
where a time of much value was spent under 
the informative guidance of Sir Frank Colyer, 
who was heartily thanked for the great and 
successful effort he had made to give the 
Society a thoroughly enjoyable meeting at the 
Royal College of Surgeons. 
H. E. Bywater, Hon, Secretary. 


LINCOLNSHIRE AND DISTRICT 
V.M.A.* 


MEETING AT PETERBOROUGH 
Address by the President 


PROFESSOR WRIGHT ON ANAESTHESIA AND NARCOSIS 


The summer meeting of the above Division 
took place, by the kind invitation of Mr. J. 
Lockwood, at his home, ‘ Carisbrook,” Peter- 
borough, on June 12th, 1935. 

The following members were present: Mr. 
W. W. Lang, President (in the Chair), Messrs. 
T. B. Bindloss, W. A. T. Dickinson, G. Eaton, 
F. L. Gooch, T. Knowles, G. Lockwood, J. H. 
Poles, F. H. Sugden, E. Wardrop and A. 
Williams. 

Visitors were: Professor J. G. Wright, Miss 
Levie, Captain W. K. Townson, Messrs. W. 
Leslie Dwerryhouse, J. Hickman, A. J. James, 
S. G. Poles and H. W. Steele Bodger. 

Apologies for absence were received from 
Dr. Brook, Major A. N. Foster, Major 'T. Hicks, 
Messrs. G. Gibson and E. Porter-Smith. 

The minutes of the last meeting, as pub- 
lished in The Veterinary Record were taken as 
read. 

Mr. F. W. L. Gooch, Stamford, was elected 
honorary secretary and treasurer pro. fem., in 
place of the late Mr. Harry C. Reeks. 


Tue Socrety’s GREAT Loss 


The PReEsIpENT referred to the irreparable 
loss they had sustained by the death of their 
late secretary who had served them faithfully, 
well and happily for eleven years. They all 
deplored his passing at such an early age and 
he was glad that no less than ten members had 
attended the funeral to pay their last respects. 
Their sympathies had gone out to his father, 
Mr. Caulton Reeks, his mother and the members 
of the family, for which Mr. Caulton Reeks 
had expressed his gratitude. A wreath from 
the division had been placed on the grave. 

Tribute was paid to.the memory of their late 
colleague—all standing. 

Vote of Thanks to the Retiring President.— 
Proceeding, the President said he felt sure the 
members would wish him to express. their 


SUMMER 
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thanks to the retiring President, Mr. George 
Eaton, for his conduct in the Chair during the 
last year. With the aid of their late secretary 
he had had a very successful term of office, 
valuable papers and demonstrations having been 
given by Dr. Brook, Mr, A. W. Noel Pillers and 
Dr, Stanley White. 


Presidential Address 


The PRESIDENT thanked the members for once 
again electing him to the chair—they appeared 
to have forgotten his shortcomings on the pre- 
vious occasion and for that, too, he was grateful. 

He had recently been perusing presidentia! 
addresses for some guidance—but he had 
received no help; no matter how excellent they 
were, they left him more mystified than ever. 

It appeared to him, however, that the veter- 
inary profession was. at last receiving proper 
publie recognition, long, overdue; as an indica- 
tion he had read with interest, the remarks 
of an agricultural writer to a local paper: “ It 
appears that we must now take the veterinary 
profession much more seriously in the future 
than we have done in the past.” 

The reorganisation of the milk industry, with 
the special references to the major diseases 
affecting the milk cow, had done more than 
unything else to impress upon the public the 
fact that their profession was of great value to 
the nation in dealing with problems involved. 
For that they should all be thankful. 

They, in the profession, were also aware 
there were many other conditions which 
required attention and it was good to know that 
research bodies and others were taking steps 
to deal with them. Braxy-like diseases in sheep 
were to be taken in hand with the aid of the 
practitioner, while parasitic diseases in all 
animals were claiming attention. Digressing, 
they all knew that he was interested in the 
Strongylus vulgaris, so ably “ presented” by 
Pillers, and he was able to report that in one 
knackeryard alone the aneurysms had been 
found in 44 out of 50 horses, i.e., 88 per cent. 
since January 1st this year. This was a serious 
state of affairs. He had treated over 300 horses, 
with salt solution only, during the last winter 
and his clients had reported marked improve- 
ment in the majority of cases with a gratifying 
freedom from colic. He had advised that the 
horses should be grazed on one pasture for 
half the season and on another, which had had 
no horses this year, for the remainder. 

Referring again to sheep, it was distressing 
to him to see so many ewes laid dead in the 
knackeryards, all victims of pregnancy toxemia, 
while the mortality amongst newly-born foals 
was appalling. The President gave some 
interesting results of a new line of treatment 
adopted in the latter cases and said that reten- 
tion of meconium was much more serious and 
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prevalent than he had thought; in one case 
post-mortem examination revealed an impacted 
double colon. He gave “ dimol ” 3i, soda bicarb. 
3i, aqua ad. 3viii, mixed with paraffinum 
liquidum 3viii, the whole forming an excellent 
emulsion, per stomach tube, and a salt enema— 
salt 3i, aqua gall. i (Williams). The enema 
was given very slowly and in some instances was 
wholly retained for a short time, to be followed 
by a copious evacuation of meconium sometimes 
a yard in length and in one instance so coated 
with mucus as to resemble an enormously long 
sausage. Shortly afterwards the foals appeared 
bright and commenced sucking their dams 
freely. In two instances the foals developed 
stiffness and lameness which passed away again 
in a few days. He was now left wondering 
whether, after all, alimentary infection follow- 
ing retention of meconium was not at the root 
of joint-evil. The above treatment was carried 
out daily as required and he would be glad 
if others would work on similar lines and pool 
their results, thus proving or disproving his 
ideas. 

What of the poultry industry with the large 
amount of capital involved? Decimating dis- 
eases were at the moment allowed far too much 
latitude—their professional workers special- 
ising in these were far too few in number 
adequately to cope with the situation—and it 
did not require much imagination to foresee 
that the more highly infectious and contagious 
diseases might soon be scheduled. 

To deal with the situation as he saw it. 
there was no other way than by mobilising the 
profession and making a mass attack. He did 
not look upon a State Service, panel system 
or whatever might be adjudged best, in terms 
of doles or subsidies, but as a first-class national 
investment. By such a means, too, the stock- 
owners would be relieved of what was a very 
heavy tax on the agricultural community, the 
payment of large sums to the quack medicine 
firms for medicines which were of little value 
and, worse still, give a false sense of security. 

He believed that great changes would take 
place in the near future and it behoved them 
all to sink any differences they might have 
and present a united front to all. This could 
not be better done than by joining the 
** National” and its local Divisions. 


Professor Wright’s Address and Demonstrations 


Professor WriGHt gave an_ introductory 
address on anesthesia and narcosis, stating the 
case as he saw it for and against various 
agents used. He did not like inhalation ans- 
thesia, believing that 10 per cent. deaths were 
due to it, particularly when using chloroform 
—he preferred ether. As an alternative to 
inhalation agents he first used avertin with a 
measure of success, but the technique of admin- 


¢ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


July 27, 1935. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. No, 30. 


VoL. xv. 879 


istration, per rectum, had its disadvantages. 
Then he adopted nembutal intraperitoneally, 
as used by the Americans, but soon discovered 
that the dose could not be computed. He pointed 
out that it is the liver, not the heart, that 
kills in anvesthesia and said that with the 
intravenous injection of nembutal he did not 
compute the dose but kept on injecting until 
amesthesia was induced and then stopped. With 
nembutal anzesthesia could be induced in two 
minutes and his mortality was not more than 
1 per cent. 

Two dogs were then anesthetised, attention 
being drawn to the stages gone through, the 
various reflexes, the state of the breathing and 
his technique of injection, all in a most lucid 
manner. Exploration of the csophagus for 
foreign bodies, and the stomach, was carried 
out by means of a sound; the abdomen and all 
its various contents were examined; urine for 
examination purposes was expressed from the 
bladder and a tooth was extracted. 

The first animal was suffering from chronic 
nephritis—so ill that it was due for destruction 
—and for that reason was a bad subject. Pro- 
fessor Wright explained why this was_ so, 
stating that the amount of nembutal required 
would be much less. Anesthesia was perfect 
and the advantage of being able to control the 
dose by intravenous injection was successfully 
demonstrated. 

The second dog had his nasal passages full 
of pus as the result of an accident and so this 
animal, too, was a difficult case but, as in the 
other, nothing untoward happened. 

Though quite unnecessary, except for pur- 
poses of the demonstration, the effects of CO, 
by inhalation were well shown, increased 
respirations being apparent almost instantane- 
ously. 

The members and visitors present were much 
impressed by the demonstrations and kept up 
a running fire of questions, to all of which 
Professor Wright gave replies which left ne 
doubt in their minds; their appreciation, too, 
was unstinted. 


In moving a hearty vote of thanks to Pro- 


fessor Wright the Prestpenr said that he had. 


been a pupil under him and it had come to 
pass in this way. Last year he had taken a 
“*busman’s holiday ” and spent ten days in the 
London College. He had received a most hearty 
welcome from all, everything that could be 
shown was shown to him and altogether he 
was extremely interested in all he saw; that 
was why Professor Wright had been invited 
to come that day. Afterwards he (the speaker) 
had successfully diagnosed and reduced luxation 
of the hip joint in the dog, used Thomas’s 
splint with gratifying results and performed 


metrectomy in a shepherd bitch entirely to 
the satisfaction of the owner and himself. He 
wished to acknowledge the able help of his 
assistant, an Edinburgh graduate, in all these 
Causes, 

He then stated that he had asked a client 
for a tom kitten out of a wonderful ratting 
‘at, but instead of one being received two 
arrived, both she cats. The animal not sharing 
the average lady cat’s enthusiasm for kittens 
it was decided to perform ovaro-hysterectomy 
in one and give the other away. The operation 
Was duly carried out under perfect oxygen-ether 
anesthesia; the incision was not the neat 
little one, just big enough for a collar stud, as 
made by Miss Oyler at the College, but he had 


carried out the operation faithfully as he had 


seen it, removing ovaries, cornua and the body 
of the uterus. The cat did not do well for 
some time but gradually improved, put = on 
weight, took to staying out at night and—had 
had two kittens. (Laughter.) Had Professor 
Wright ever heard of such a wondrous re-growth 
of the generative organs of a she cat? However, 
Susan and her surviving daughter were both 
doing well but there had been some dissension 
in the home about a name for the kitten. He 
had wanted to call it, ‘* Miracle” but his wife. 
rather unkindly he thought, demanded “ Fiasco,” 
declaring emphatically that it was a “ dud” 
operation. Surely that was not so. (Laughter. ) 

The President concluded his remarks by say- 
ing that he believed practitioners did not visit 
the Colleges often enough, for it was to their 
advantage to do so—-his own experience proved 
that. He himself had been to all, had been 
heartily welcomed by the teaching staffs and 
had always received some benefit. The thanks 
of all were also due to Mr. James for providing 
the subjects and to Mr. Lockwood for his cordial 
welcome and the work he had done to make 
their visit so successful and enjoyable. 

Professor Wricut, in reply, stated with 
reference to the President’s “ operation,” that 
he had known such ayn incident before. He 
mentioned a case where the cat had been 
“ spayed twice-—-by a veterinary surgeon 
and then continued to produce’ kittens— 
(Laughter.) To put matters right in these 
cases it Was necessary afterwards to operate 
through the median line, not through the flank. 

He was grateful to the President for his 
remarks about the teaching staffs: he did not 
at all agree with the criticisms levelled against 
them and he could assure them that the students 
were better taught to-day than ever before. 
The complaints were not new, but nevertheless 
they must remember that students were students 
and must regarded = as _— such. He 
was indeed happy to be with them that day 
and had great pleasure indeed in giving the 
demonstration. (Applause.) 
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Mr. Lockwoop also replied, saying that it 
was indeed a pleasure to have them all and do 
what he had done. (Applause.) 


Nominations.—The following nominations for 
ballot for membership at the next meeting were 
made by Mr. Lockwood: Captain W. K, Town- 
son (Peterborough), Messrs. A. J. James 
(Peterborough), J. Macdonald (Spilsby), J. A. 
Shaw (Alford), and J. Watkins (Mareham-le- 
Fen). 

Speaking of their visitors, the President said 
that he had been teased because he had not 
advertised the fact that “ visitors are welcome.” 
There was no need for it in their Division and 
he had “ gate-crashed” himself on many 
occasions, always receiving a hearty welcome. 
Nevertheless he and the members were delighted 
to have so many visitors as they had that day. 

With the approval of all, a new departure 
in the Division was initiated—that of taking 
a collection on behalf of the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund. Mr. Goocn strongly sup- 
ported the procedure, saying that as a member 
of the committee he could assure them thai 
there were many sad cases badly in need of 
assistance, but they were very short of funds. 
The amount collected was £1 17s. 

Before leaving, the company were entertained 
to tea by Mr. and Mrs. Lockwood, to whom 
many thanks were expressed for the welcome 
received and for their abounding hospitality. 

F. W. L. Goocn, Hon, Secretary. 


ROYAL COUNTIES V.M.A.* 


EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING 
AT READING 


An Extraordinary General Meeting of the 
above Association (to which all veterinary 
surgeons practising in the Royal Counties, 
whether or not they were members of the 
Association, were invited) was held at the 
Caversham Bridge Hotel, Reading, on Friday, 
May 10th, 1935. 

The President, Captain R .E. C. Bullen, occu- 
pied the chair and the following members were 
present: Messrs. J. H. L. Addis, W. A. Austin, 
N. S. Barron, A. J. Baxter, H. Bell, T. A. R. 
Chipperfield, Captain J. <A. Craft, Lieut.- 
Colonel H. Greenfield, Major R. G. Hancock, 
Captain W. L. Little, Mr. G. P. Male, Captain 
R.-A. Murless, Mr. H. C. Shingler, Major R. C. 
Tennant and Mr. F. T. Trewin. Mr. H. Hedley 
Wus present as a visitor. 

The following members apologised for in- 
ability to attend: Major A. C. Duncan, Major 
G. W. Dunkin, Major H. G. Lepper, Major- 
General Sir John Moore, Lieut.-Colonel Simpson 
and Captain J. B. Walker. Mr, Allan, Mr, Bull 
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and Captain Ferguson also apologised for their 
absence, 

This meeting was called following the receipt 
of a communication from the Veterinary Officers 
and Public Health Committee of the N.V.M.A., 
which had had under consideration the question 
of fees for the clinical examination of milch 
herds for grade “A” licence under’ the 
Accredited Herd Scheme, with a view to the 
formulation of a “ National” scale for the 
guidance of members. The committee had -not 
found it possible to suggest any scale which 
could be applied throughout the country, as it 
was thought that conditions varied so from 
county to county. It had been decided then to 
ask the Divisions to arrange a scale of fees to 
suit their own particular districts. 

The question was discussed at length. Most 
of the members spoke, giving details of fees 
which had been charged in their own districts. 

A resolution by Mr. T. A. R. CHIPPERFIELD, 
seconded by Captain R. A, Mur ess “ That this 
meeting would urge the ‘ National’ to prepare 
a minimum scale of fees for examination of 
milch herds for grade ‘A’ licence under the 
Accredited Herd Scheme. The following scale 
is suggested for the consideration of the 
National :— 

£1 1s. Od. per herd up to 20 cows. 
£2 2s. Od. ,, 
£3 3s. Od. ,, 

Mileage to be charged extra. 

The maximum number of cows which 
can be adequately examined at one visit 
being, in our opinion, about 70, any number 
much in excess of 70 should be examined 
at a further visit, and charged accord- 
ingly.” 

This resolution was passed unanimously and 
the Hon. Secretary was asked to send a copy 
forthwith to the N.V.M.A. 


Owing to the limited time at the previous 
meeting some correspondence had to be left 
over, and the Hon. Secretary now read several 
letters. 

(I) From the General Secretary, N.V.M.A., 
drawing attention to an appeal from the Royal 
College to the Divisions for support to the 
Endowment Fund of the College Library. 

(II) From the Organising Committee of the 
N.V.M.A., appealing to the Division to take 
steps to organise arrangements for free veter- 
inary treatment of sick animals of the poor 
in any district where this had not already been 
done, 

(III) From the General Secretary of the 
N.V.M.A., enclosing a copy of the revised in- 
structions to “ Veterinary Investigation 
Officers.” 

(Concluded at foot of col. 1, page 881.) 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY 
SURGEONS 


Membership Examinations, July, 1935 


LIST OF SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES 
(Continued from page 848.) 


Edinburgh 
FIVE YEARS’ COURSE 


First EXAMINATION 


Abbott, J. B. *Leslie, G. D. 
Beaumont, G. L. Lofthouse, Frank (C) 
Blackburn, P. S. (C) McAinsh, Alastair 
Cameron-Stephen, I. D. Macdonald, Donald 
Campbell, J. G. (B) Maclennan, A. J. (€) 
Comrie, K. G. Maclennan, Duncan 
Dow, J. K. D. *Newlands, H. W. C. 
Evans, Denzil (C) Phillips, 
Foden, C. A Prytherch, H. E. (B) 


Forbes, . W. N. Raises, M. B. 
Gray, J. (C) Robertson, R. R. (€) 
Gray, J. - (C) Smith, I. M. (C) 


Sutton, E. G. 
Turner, J. R. 
*Watson, J. F 


Henderson, D. C. (C) 
Kershaw, G. F. 
Leitch, L. G. 
*“Keppie, James 

* Denotes 2nd Class Honours. 

(C) Denotes credit in Chemistry. 

(B) Denotes credit in Biology. 


SECOND EXAMINATION 


Argo, G, W. (A) 
Brown, Alexander Laird, David 
Cameron, + W. Low, J. J. (P) (H) 
Campbell, A. R. (P) Luke, David (P) (H) 
Campbell, David (A) Owen, R. H. 
Christie, T. E. (P) (H) — Parker, Eric 
“Clark, Wilson Rae, A. G. (H) 
Cowie, A. T. (P) (H) Ralston, John 
Duncan, F. M. B. Ross, K. A. 

Farmer, C. G. (P) (H) Stewart, J. A. C. 
Graham, G. D. White, D. G. 

* Denotes Second Class Honours. 

(P) Denotes credit in Physiology, etc. 

(H) Denotes credit in Histology, etc. 

(A) Denotes credit in Animal Management I. 


Hood, D. M. 


(IV) From the General Secretary, N.V.M.A., 
enclosing copies of correspondence that had 
passed between the Agricultural Research 
Council and the N.V.M.A. in connection with 


investigations into braxy-like diseases of sheep. ° 


(V) From the General Secretary of the 
N.V.M.A., conveying a recommendation of the 
Organising Committee that Divisions be invited 
to submit their views as to the desirability of 
the Council considering the proposal that a 
composite subscription should be instituted to 
cover membership of the N.V.M.A. and _ its 
Divisions. 

The Hon. Secretary was instructed to draft 
a letter to all members to ascertain their 
feelings on this question. 

H. Bett, Hon. Secretary. 


EXAMINATION 
Allen, (H) 
Bain, A. (A) Kos an, W. F. (A) A 
Brander, (H) *Nicholson, 
Brownie, W. (A) (H)*Norval, John 
Campbell, (H) * Ogilvie, D. 
cornea ‘ (H) Simison, J. T 


Gregor, W. 


. (A) (H) 


Clark, iii) Taylor, J. E. 
Dall, * Whittock, We 
Ewart, . (A) 


Sevens Class Honours. 
(A) Denotes credit in Anatomy. 
(H) Denotes credit in Veterinary Hygiene, etc. 


FOUR YEARS’ COURSE 


Class B 
Barrowman, J. C, Rutherford, George 
Defferary, G. F. Searle, M E. I. 


Koompairochana, L. Taylor, J. J. M. 


Class C 


Macmillan, I. G. 
Munro, R. B. T. 
O’Neill, R. 


Ferguson, Angus 
Finlayson, John (H) 
Henderson, J. G, K 


Jack, J. D. M. Thomson, L. (H) 
Littler, S. B. Ward, J. R 
(H) Denotes credit in Hygiene. 

Class D 


Alexander, T. M. Henderson, W. M. 
Anderson, K, P. Hill, F. J. 
Anderson, T. S. Little, A. C. W. 
Angus, W. G. S Mcllroy, W. J. 
Bain, Donald McKelvey, David 
Beattie, G. S. McLeish, E. W. F. 
Brownlie, W. M. Mitchell, Robert 
Castles, Wilfrid Riggs, Alastair 
Corbett, D. M. Sahni, D. R. 
Dickson, Campbell Scott, K. N. 
Durran, Percy Skea, Arthur 
Ford, Reginald Skea, A. & 
Harriss, S. T. Stewarl, W. H. 


Glasgow 
FIVE YEARS’ COURSE 


First EXAMINATION 


Armstrong, D. H. (C) 
Bennie, W. E. (C) 
*Blench, Ian 

Burton, Miss I. W. 
*Dickie, A. K. 


Donaldson, D. W. (C€) 
. (B) 


Farrell, 

Ferguson, “Miss J. R. 
Gray, P. M. 
Haxton, David (C) 
*James, Miss O. D. 


Macrae, R. R. (C) 
O’Reilly, V. J. 
Reid, Alex. (C) 
Rose. W. 

Scott, W. A, Cc. (C) 
Shaw, James (C) 
Steel, D. B. (C) 
Tulloch, J. A. R. 
Tulloch, J.*1. 

Watt, James 
*Weddell, Miss 


MacLellan, Malcolm Weir, Miss M. . (C) 


Macleod, Donald 
* Denotes Second Class Honours. 


(C) Denotes credit in Chemistry. 
(B) Denotes credit in Biology. 


SECOND EXAMINATION 

Armour, Ny F. (A) Smith, R. G. (P) 
Fraser K. Whiteford, W. A. (A) 
McNaliy, ‘Chas. (P) (A) 


(P) Denotes credit in Physiology, etc. 
(A) Denotes credit in Animal Management. 


SH 
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Glasgow—cont. IN PARLIAMENT 
THIRD EXAMINATION Veterinary Celle . 

es in Seotland 

Birrell, John McFarlane, David (H) 

Brown, Sullivan, GLASGOW GRANT POSITION TO BE REVIEWED 
*Campbe evie, W. G. &. At question time in the House of Commons on 
Macaulay, D. r (A) Robertson, J. M. July 16th, the Solicitor-General for Scotland (Mr. 


McClelland, H. A. 
* Denotes Second Class Honours. | T. M. Cooper) heardcomplaints voiced by Messrs. 


(A) Credit in Anatomy. Macquisten and Buchanan that Edinburgh Veter- 
(H) Credit in Hygiene, etc. inary College is being favoured by the Govern- 
FOUR YEARS’ COURSE ment as compared with the Glasgow College, 
and promised to bring the matter of the renewal 


Blair, J. W. Class B of the Government grant to the latter institution 
‘ Class C _ to the attention of the Secretary of State for 
Cockrill, W. R. Service, Q. M. further consideration. 
~ Following is the text of the relative questions 
Jackson, T. A. Smellie, Alex. _ and answers (Hansard Report):— 
Logan, Stewart, J. ScoTLAND (VETERINARY COLLEGES, EDINBURGH AND 
Semple, ‘Alex. 
Class D baw asked Secretary of 
or Scotlan ow many students were enrolle 
ou this session in the Glasgow and Edinburgh veter- 
Campbe 1) Andrew McIndoe, John inary colleges, respectively? 
al The for ScorTLanp (Mr. 
Fleming 'B. David Thomas Cooper): The number of students attend- 
ing the Glasgow Veterinary Veterinary during 
soem. David Sweeney, Chartes the academic year 1934-35 was 225 of whom 66 
ee a ie Wyper D. W were newly enrolled. The corresponding figures 
eo — in respect of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College 
VEAR®Y r. MACQuISTEN asked the Secretary of State 
FIVE YEARS’ COURSE for Scotland how much money in the way of 
or finishing departments, respective ave been 
given to the Edinburgh Veterinary since 
eColiery pl McCrea, J. C. (B) the date when the Glasgow Veterinary College 
Murphy, was deprived of its annual grant? 4 
(B) Sinnott. P. P. (B) The for ScoTLAND: From 
eeson, 1. N. . Peers April 1st, 1925, to March 31st, 1935, a total sum 
+ Denotes ist Class Honours. of £35, 050 has been advanced to the Royal (Dicky 
*Denotes 2nd Class Honours. Veterinary College in respect of maintenance. 
(B) Denotes credit in Biology. No new capital grants were sanctioned during 
SECOND EXAMINATION this eriod, but payments amounting to 
Cotter. J. D. (A) Kelly, B. wi £15,507 have been made in respect of grants 
Ge er, M ij (P) previously authorised towards the cost of erect- 
Hyder David. (P) ar in, ing and equipping the college buildings. 
Phvaiol Mr. MacguisteN asked the Secretary of State 
Oat nee in ‘A ysiology, wr tl for Scotland whether in view of the fact that 
(A) Credit in Animal Management I. the majority of veterinary sratents are the sons 
, of people of small means and that those in the 
THIRD EXAMINATION ’ : West of Scotland could not afford to attend 
Barry, J. T. (A) ae: James + the Edinburgh Veterinary College and therefore 
Hart, F. S. (A) (H) O’Reilly, M, J. (A) would get no opportunity of training if there 
Hayes, Patrick (A) was no Glasgow College, he will investigate the 
(A) Denotes credit in Anatomy. state of affairs at the Glasgow Veterinary College 
(H) Denotes Credit in Hygiene, etc. “= a to 
e So.iciroR-GENERAL for ScoTLANb: In the 
FOUR YEARS’ COURSE circumstances described by my hon. Friend the 
“net Dep i cotland cou e met ection of the 
S. Education (Scotland) Act, 1918, which empowers 
Re: required, including any necessary costs of resi- 
P. D. (H) dence away from home, to enable any duly 
Mar ety, Miss E. S Smith, A. M. qualified person resident in their area to attend 
r ACQUISTEN: Can the hon. and learne 
(H) Denotes “credit in Hygiene, ete. Gentleman explain why it is that Edinburgh_has 
Class D had this £50,000 in the last few years and Glas- ; 
Byrne, M, J. O’Hagan, J. J. gow nothing? Could not the same educational 
Herlihy. Michael O’Neill, D. N. facilities be extended to Glasgow? ; 
Joyce, Wm. O’Sullivan, Kerry The Soxriciror-GENERAL for ScoTLAND: I will i 


Mellhargey, L. | undertake to bring that point to the attention of 
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my right hon. Friend, with a view to his giving 
it further consideration. 

Mr. BucHANAN: In view of the fact that the 
question sets out the need for a grant to Glasgow, 
will not the hon. and learned Gentleman consult 
with his right hon. Friend on the urgency of 
this matter, and communicate to him the feeling 
that as Glasgow has the largest population in 
Scotland it ought not to be treated any worse 
than the other city? ; 

The for ScoTLAND: I will 
communicate my hon. Friend’s representations 
to my right hon. Friend. 

Mr. MAcQuUISTEN: It is just a case of Edinburgh 
getting the better of Glasgow. 


Following are additional questions and 
answers recorded in the House of Commons 


recently : — 
ANIMAL EXHIBITIONS 


Mr. Jonn Lockwoop asked the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether he is 
aware of the cruelty caused to animals which 
are exhibited in menageries and alleged fun 
fairs for private profit; and whether, in view of 
. the distress caused to animal lovers, he will take 

such steps as are necessary, by legislation or 
otherwise, to stop such exhibitions? 

The UnpeER-SECRETARY of STATE for the Home 

DEPARTMENT (Captain Euan Wallace): No cases 
of the kind suggested in my hon. Friend’s ques- 
tion have been brought to the notice of my 
Department. The Protection of Animals Act, 
1911, already provides substantial penalties for 
cruelty of this nature; and the Performing 
Animals (Regulation) Act, 1925, gives power to 
a Court of Summary Jurisdiction, on proof of 
cruelty, to prohibit the training or exhibition of 
performing animals, or to impose conditions in 
relation to it. My right hon. Friend seers 
sees no ground for proposing additional legisla- 
tion. 
Mr. GopFREY NICHOLSON: Is the hon. Member 
aware that there is something approaching 
cruelty in keeping large animals in very small 
travelling cages? 

Captain WALLACE: My hon. Friend will realise 
that if cruelty is proved there are substantial 
penalties for dealing with it. For that reason, 
— is no ground for passing additional legis- 
ation. 

Mr. Nicwo_son: Surely that is begging the 
question. 


* * * 


Since 1931 250,000 cows have been added to 
the dairy herds of this country.—Minister of 
Agricullure. 


STAFFORDSHIRE FARMERS AND HERD 
EXAMINATIONS 


The news sheet of the Staffordshire Branch 
of the National Farmers’ Union records that the 
pros and cons of employing the services of the 
private veterinary practitioner were debated at 
length at the last meeting of the County Milk 
Committee and the County Executive Committee, 
and it was finally decided that “ accredited milk 
producer” members be recommended to have 
their herds examined quarterly for “ Grade A” 
purposes by the local veterinary practitioner 
whose services they usually employ. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest 
or inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


July 29th—August 2nd: N.V.M.A. Congress at 
Belfast. 
1st.—Annual Meeting and Dinner of the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College 
Alumnus Association, at Belfast, 
6.30 p.m. 
Aug. 12th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, at 
4 p.m. 
Aug. 24th.—Last date for entries for Jubilee . 
Memorial Prize Examination. 
Sept. 24th to 25th—Jubilee Memorial Prize 
Examination. 
* * * 


R.C.V.S. COUNCIL MEETING 


Among the many questions dealt with by the 
Council of the Royal College at its recent 
quarterly meetings, a report of which will be 
published in our issue of August 3rd, was a 
communication received from a lady interested 
in canine nurses, proposing the establishment 
of a Canine Nurses Association, and request- 
ing the assistance of the College in connection 
with the examination of students, and the grant- 
ing of a certificate of competency. The Council 
decided to appoint a Sub-Committee to examine 
the proposals made, and to report. 

This matter is one which is of special interest 
to those members who have a large practice 
among the smaller animals. It must frequently 
occur that the services of a competent nurse 
are required, and at present there is no satis- 
factory means of ensuring that the persons who 
undertake the work of canine nursing are really 
competent and reliable. The establishment of a 
Canine Nurses Association with adequate safe- 
guards as to the admission to the Association of 
properly trained persons only, seems, on the 
analogy of what has happened in the practice 
of human medicine, to be a very desirable thing. 
The subject is, however, not free from diffi- 
culties and even dangers, for it is .not easy to 
see how the province of the canine nurse could 
with certainty be limited so as not to encroach 
on that of the veterinary surgeon. But that 
there is need for some organisation of canine 
nurses is generally agreed, and it is proper 
that a sub-committee should have been appointed 
to examine carefully the proposals which have 
been put forward. 

The matter of the provision of additional 
accommodation for the College has now reached 
a more definite stage. Negotiations are now 
on foot for the acquirement of the freehold 
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property adjacent to the College, and a special 
Committee has been appointed to deal with this 
matter. 


D.V.S.M. EXAMINATION 
The report reveals that 14 candidates pre- 
sented themselves for the above examination, 
held in Edinburgh last month, and that the 
following were successful: Messrs. Johr 
Cameron, John McClintock, Alexander M. 
Shepherd and Thomas Frederick Stokes. 
* * * ok ok 
R.C.V.S. REGISTER 
ADDRESSES WANTED 
The Registrar of the College is anxious to 
obtain the addresses of the undermentioned 


members : — 
J. A. Burke, late of Rochford. 
T. A. Connolly, late of Dundalk. 
M. Farrelly, late of Virginia. 
A. E. C. Foster, late of London, N.W. 
F. G. Fraser, late of Muir-of-Ord. 
A. G. Grist, late of Tweedie, Natal. 
J. R. R. Hamilton, late of Wynberg, Cape. 
C. E. Harwood, late of London, N. 
F. J. Hyland, late of Deddington. 
W. Ledger, late of Colwyn Bay. 
J. Magee, late of Glasgow. 
G. May, late of Johannesburg. 
E. M. Nicholl, late of London, W. 
Cc. H. Porter, late of Hoylake. 
T. A. Smith, late of London, S.E. 
H. L. Somers, late of Thornton Heath. 
J. Walker, late of Johannesburg. 
J. L. Webb, late of Ixopo, Natal. 


PERSONAL 


Appointments.—Messrs. J. A. McKinnon, 
M.R.C.V.S., Of the Veterinary Department, Shire 
Hall, Hereford, and R. Renfrew, M.R.c.v.s., of 
Penzance have been appointed as_ Assistant 
County Veterinary Officers under the West Sussex 
County Council. 

Mr. William Grant, M.R.C.Vv.s., D.v.S.M., Aber- 
deen, has been appointed Senior Assistant Veter- 
inary Officer under the Essex County Council, 
which Authority has also oe as Assistant 
Veterinary Officers Messrs. P. Harvey, M.R.C.Vv.S., 
p.v.s.M., Giffnock, Renfrewshire, and A. M. 
Shepherd, m.r.c.v.s., Edinburgh. 

* 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Jepson, William Henry, Wilton House, 
Pocklington, Yorks. ‘“ Existing Practitioner.” 
Died July 17th, 1935, aged 75 years. 


Mr. Jebson was prominently connected with 
all local show societies and with most branches 
of agriculture in the district. He was formerly 
one of the best-known breeders and exhibitors 
of Hackneys, and years ago established the 
Bishop Wilton herds of Large Black pigs and 
British Friesian cattle, now carried on by his 
son, Mr. James Jebson. M 


* 
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION ANNUAL 
MEETING 


The annual Representative Meeting of the 
British Medical Association opened on July 19th 
at the headquarters of the association in Tavi- 
stock Square, W.C.1. Mr. H. S. Souttar, chair- 
man of the Representative Body, presided. The 
scientific part of the annual meeting will be 
held in Melbourne in September. 


| 


On the recommendation of the council, Sir 
James Barrett, Deputy Chancellor of Melbourne 
University and consulting surgeon to_ the 
Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital, was elected 
oresident for 1935-36, in place of the late Sir 
tichard Stawell, of Melbourne, who was to have 
been president at the forthcoming annual meeting 
at Melbourne. 

Sir Farquhar Buzzard, Physician in Ordinary 
to the King, Regius Professor of Medicine at 
Oxford University, and consulting physician to 
St. Thomas’s Hospital, was elected president of 
the association for 1936-37. 

A discussion arose on a paragraph in the 
annual report of the council relating to pro- 
prietary medicines. The council stated that it 
was unable to recommend the publication of an 
up-to-date edition of ‘“ Secret Remedies,” but 
was considering, in collaboration with the 
Pharmaceutical Society, the possibility of col- 
lecting and disseminating in some convenient 
form information concerning the composition 
and therapeutic activity of the ever-increasing 
number of proprietary remedies which were 
placed upon the market. The Standing Com- 
mittee on Scientific Research of the Economic 
Advisory Council was also interested in_ the 
question, and a conference would shortly be held 
between representatives of that body and of the 
association, 

A motion submitted by the Newcastle-on-Tyne 
branch asking that the council should reconsider 
its decision not to publish a new edition of 
“Secret Remedies,” was defeated by a_ small 
majority. 

MEDICINES AND SURGICAL APPLIANCES 
(ADVERTISEMENT) BILL 


_ Our medical journals have given prominence 
in recent issues to the movement which is now 
being pressed forward with avidity to remedy, 
by legal enactment, the abuses arising through 
the exploitation by means of “secret remedies ” 
of those whose ignorance, morbid hopes and 
fears lead them to seek relief from their suffer- 
ings along paths which can only lead to dis- 
illusionment and disappointment. 

Appreciation of the extent of this scandal is 
no new thing, and it is no fault of the medical 
profession that over 20 years have separated the 
appointment of a Select Committee of the House 
of Commons to enquire into the sale of pro- 
tp? A remedies and the preparation of the 

ill which is the 9 oe of this note. ‘“ While 
the Select Committee found that patent and pro- 
prietary medicines were in some cases genuine 
scientific preparations or unobjectionable speci- 
fics for simple ailments, it declared that many 
secret remedies made grossly exaggerated claims, 
caused injury by delaying recourse to proper 
medical treatment, contained large quantities of 
alcohol in disguise, were sold for improper pur- 
poses, and professed to cure diseases incurable 
by medicine.” (The Lancet, July 13th, 1935). 

It is satisfactory to note, therefore, that on 
July 4th the Minister of Health gave a sym- 

athetic answer to a deputation requesting legis- 
ation to control the advertisement of medicines 
and surgical appliances, the deputation informing 
the Minister that a draft Bill had been prepared 
with a degree of agreement amongst the various 
interests concerned never previously attained. 
The Sty vgn objects of the Bill were (1) to 
prohibit the advertisement of medicines, surgical 
appliances, or forms of treatment as effective 
for the prevention or cure of certain specific 
ailments such as cancer or consumption, and (2) 
to prohibit the publication of invitations to 
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members of the public to obtain the diagnosis 
or treatment of these ailments by correspon- 
dence. The Bill also contained clauses safe- 
guarding the legitimate interests of those con- 
cerned, including newspapers and_ religious 
organisations. 

The Minister, in expressing his appreciation 
of the valuable work that had been done by 
the Parliamentary Committee on Food and Health 
culminating in the preparation of that Bill, said 
that the subject was one in which he had himself 
long taken interest, and while the deputation 
could not expect him to give, at the present stage, 
any definite undertaking that the Government 
could introduce legislation, nevertheless he would 
have the Bill examined, and would make further 
enquiries as to the amount of support which 
might be anticipated for it. If those enquiries 
proved satisfactory, he could assure the deputa- 
tion that the introduction of legislation would be 
considered sympathetically if the Government’s 
general programme made this possible. 

As for the attitude of the medical profession, 
towards the Bill, this, says The Lancet, will not 
be in doubt, although, needless to say, the pro- 
posals are not put forward in the interests of 
surgeon or physician, but in the public interest. 
“If the public is allowed to know the evils of 
the present system, the public will demand a 
reform. Nor will it wish to wait another 
20 years.” 

FREE STATE CAMPAIGN AGAINST BOVINE 
TUBERCULOSIS 
GOVERNMENT SEEK CENTRAL AUTHORITY POWERS 


Moving the second reading of the Diseases of 
Animals (Amendment) Bill, in the Dail on July 
17th, Dr. Ryan (Minister for Agriculture) said 
the principal Act dealt with four specific diseases 
—cattle plague, pleuro-pneumonia, swine fever, 
and foot-and-mouth disease. The _ last-named 
disease was unknown in that country since 1928 
and swine fever, which had been rather common 
there, was now also unknown. In 1932 there 
were 42 cases of swine fever, in 1933 there were 
37, in 1934 26, and now none. He did not 
know exactiy to what the improvement was due. 
Some people said it was due to the stoppage of 
the imports of foreign bacon. Under the prin- 
cipal Act any other disease of animals must 
be administered by the local authority. It was 
now proposed in this new Bill to give the 
Minister for Agriculture power to deal directly 
with any disease he may think fit and the object 
of the Bill was to deal with tuberculosis in 
cattle. He felt that it could only be done if 
administered by central authority. Under a 
scheme which had been mentioned they had 
arranged for the disposal of old cows and they 


hoped to get rid of useless animals for conversion 


into meat-meal. 

For the year ended March 3ist, 1935, 751 
animals were dealt with in one county by the 
local authority, while 718 were dealt with by 
another county, and only six in another county. 
It was evident that some counties were more 
alive to the dangers of tuberculosis in cattle 
than others, and no uniform attempt had been 
made to stamp out the disease. It was proposed 
in the Bill to make orders from time to time 
taking over the administration of the elimination 
of bovine tuberculosis in any particular county 
for a particular period and afterwards hand back 
that power to the local authority to deal with. 
It was proposed to widen the scope of the exist- 
ing Bovine Tuberculosis Order. he new order 
would include aged cows which appeared to be 
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suffering from tuberculosis in any form, and 
bovine animals which appeared to be suffering 
from open tuberculosis. The new order would 
also include cows suspect of giving tuberculous 
milk. The ideal position of having tubercle-free 
herds was the hope of the Department. The 
position of veterinary surgeons under local 
authorities would be safeguarded. Compensation 
would be paid by the State for any animals 
slaughtered by order of the central authority. 
At present the local authority paid half compen- 
sation. 

The Minister went on to say that orders must 
be made stating that the central authority was 
taking over control of a particular disease, and 
that order would only operate for the disease. 
They did not expect to be more than two or 
three months in any county, and, therefore, 
there was not any great danger that any county 
would slacken off when the Bill became law. 
To deal with the whole country at the one time. 
would require a very big staff of veterinary sur- 
geons, and he doubted if they would have suffi- 
cient veterinary surgeons in the country. 

In reply to General Mulcahy, the Minister said 
it was not intended to slaughter all cows suffer- 
ing from old age. The Bill was brought in to 
follow up the Roscrea scheme, and the Roscrea 
Factory would commence operations in about a 
week’s time. 

In reply to Mr. O’Leary, the Minister said he 
was not able to give the total cost. 

The second reading was agreed to, and the 
Committee stage fixed. 

* 


* 
REGISTRATION AND REGULATION OF 
OSTEOPATHS BILL 


SELECT COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATION OF 
WITHDRAWAL 


The Select Committee of the House of Lords 
appointed to consider the Registration and Regu- 
lation of Osteopaths Bill, in their Report, just 
issued as a White Paper (130, Stationery Office, 
id.), state that they have reached the conclusion 
that the claim of the osteopaths to be able to 
treat all diseases has not been established, and 
they are satisfied that such conclusion is sound. 
They have ordered that the Bill be reported to 
the House, without amendment, and recommend 
that it be not further proceeded with. 

The Committee occupied 12 days in their 
inquiry and examined 20 witnesses. Before the 
evidence of those opposing the Bill had been 
concluded, the supporters of the measure inti- 
mated that they did note¢desire to ask the Com- 
mittee to recommend that it should be pro- 
ceeded with. The Committee, however, con- 
ceived it to be their duty to report in detail 
to the House. The principal object of the Bill 
was stated to be the protection of the public 
against the practice of osteopathy .by incompe- 
tent or unqualified persons. The Committee were 
asked to deduce that Parliament should authorise 
the establishment of a State register for osteo- 
paths, with a prescribed qualifying education 
and standard of proficiency; in fact, to accept 
the Bill in principle. 

In their report the Committee state that in all 
comparable cases of vocations for which a statu- 
tory register has been authorised, these three 
conditions have been fulfilled: The sphere or 
territory within which the vocation operates has 
been clearly defined; the vocation has already 
long been in general use; and there has been 
already in existence a well established and effi- 
cient system of voluntary examination and regis- 
tration. . 
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In the case of the osteopathic calling none 
of these conditions could be said to be fulfilled. 
No definition of osteopathy was included in the 
Bill as introduced, and, although one was sub- 
sequently proposed and others suggested, none 
emerged which satisfactorily differentiated the 
osteopathic sphere of activity. The practice of 
osteopathy, though widespread in the United 
States of America and Canada, is carried on in 
the United Kingdom by not more than 2,000 to 
3,000 practitioners, of whom only about 170 can 
claim to be “ qualified.” It is practically un- 
known on the Continent of Europe. | 

The only existing establishment in this country 
for the education and examination of osteopaths 
was, the Committee state, exposed, in the course 
of evidence, as being of negligible importance 
and inefficient for its purpose. Pending the 
setting up of any adequate machinery in this 
country, therefore, the only training ground for 
the qualified osteopath would be North America, 
and it was pointed out by the representative of 
the Ministry of Health that “it is alien to the 
general principles which have so far been 
followed in comparable legislation to recognise 
qualifications which are conferred by foreign 
educational institutions.” 

From the inquiry it emerged that osteopathy 
is not, as is popularly supposed, a craft or art 
limited to the treatment of maladies or defects of 
the bones, joints, muscles, ligaments, etc., by 
manipulation. In this sphere the Committee | ave 
no doubt that qualified osteopaths perform valu- 
able services. They may even possibly be re- 
garded as having at one time developed a 
technique in advance of medical science, which 
has been to some extent accepted by members 
of the medical profession who practise what is 
called “manipulative surgery.” Osteopathy, 
however, claims to be a method of healing which 
is suitable for the treatment of all diseases of 
any description. mits 

The Committee pay a tribute to the ability and 
sincerity of Dr. Kelman Macdonald, who gave 
evidence as to the scientific basis on which the 
osteopathic theory reposes, but they point out 
that he is a registered medical practitioner, and, 
while he clung to the formule on which osteo- 
pathy is based, it was clear that in practice he 
would not deny his patients, where necessary, the 
benefits of appropriate medical or _ surgical 
treatment. 

The Committee find that the claim of the 
osteopaths to be able to treat all diseases, as set 
out in the Bill, has not been established and that 
it would not be safe or proper for Parliament 
to recognise osteopathic practitioners as quali- 
fied, on a similar footing to that of registered 
medical practitioners, to diagnose and treat all! 
human complaints. They are further of the 
opinion that the question of establishing a 
register of osteopaths should be deferred until 
the sphere of osteopathy has been defined and a 
system of education in its principles and prac- 
tice has been developed in this country in one 
or more well-equipped and properly-conducted 
institutions. 

* 


FUTURE OF THE MILK MARKETING BOARD 


The Milk Marketing Board announced on 
Friday of last week that it had received a petition 
signed by 500 registered producers for a poll 
to be taken to decide whether the Milk Scheme 
shall be ended by revocation. 

The petition, they state, was arranged by sup- 

orters of the scheme in the South Wales and 

ast Midland areas, who are anxious that a 


decision on the matter shall be reached as far in 
advance as possible of the next contract period. 
The register of producers will be closed on 
August ist, and every producer whose name 
appears on the register on that date will receive 
a voting paper on August 3rd. 
* * 


NOTABLE VETERINARIAN BREEDERS 


A recent issue of The Scottish Farmer contains 
some interesting references to the activities of 
veterinarian breeders of the past. Dealing with 
the famous Long Benton (Northumberland) 
establishment, one contributor’ states: “ Dr. 
Clement Stephenson, F.R C.v.s., who began farm- 
ing in 1871 at Balliol College Farm, Long Benton, 
Northumberland, did much to make the Aberdeen- 
Angus breed of cattle popular south of the 
Border. He showed with great success at Smith- 
field, where he was an exhibitor for the first 
time in 1878, the last year in which Mr. M’Combie 
of Tillyfour exhibited there. On that occasion 
he won a first prize with an_Aberdeen-Angus 
heifer. It was in 1880 that Dr. Stephenson’s 
famous herd was founded, the foundation stock 
being purchased from Balquhain and Portlethen. 
The herd soon made a name for itself. The 
female championship at Smithfield was won in 
1885; and both female and supreme champion- 
ships were carried off in 1887, 1889 and 1894— 
all with Aberdeen-Angus cattle, three of which 
were bred in the herd. Dr. Stephenson’s Smith- 
field champion of 1887 was Young Bellona (5630), 
a 53-year-old cow bred at Auchorachan. She had 
already produced two calves and was taken back 
to the breeding herd. After Young Bellona was 
champion at Smithfield, cows and ewes were 
prohibited. The Smithfield and Birmingham 
champion of 1885 was also a remarkable animal— 
Luxury (7783), a 23-year-old heifer out of a 
Portlethen dam. Her live weight was 15 cwt. 
34 lb. and she gave a dressed carcase of 1,318 Ib. 
—a dead weight return of 76°8 per cent. It 
is not possible to mention all the notable animals 
bred by Dr. Stephenson, or prizes they won, 
or the cattle that were exported; but cattle bred 
in the herd found their way not only to the 
United States, Canada, Argentina and Australia, 
but to India, Denmark, Russia, Hawaii, Tasmania, 
and other countries. The herd was dispersed 
in 1918 on the death of the owner.” 

On another page we are told that: “Of the 
famous Clydesdale studs of other days none sur- 
— that established by the then Marquis of 

ondonderry at Seaham Harbour somewhere in 
the seventies of last century. That stud was 
started and managed by the late Mr. Robert 
Brydon, and when it was dispersed in 1910 the 
connection was carried on by Mr. Brydon, the 
manager being the late Mr. Charles Aitkenhead. 
When the stud was finally dispersed in 1915, 
something of the tradition was carried on by 
Mr. Aitkenhead at Carr House, New Seaham, and 
Mr. Douglas D. Murray at the Dene, Seaham 
Harbour.: Mr. Brydon was something more than 
a Clydesdale enthusiast; he was a pioneer. It 
was he who presented the Brydon Shield to 
Glasgow Agricultural Society, and it was largely 
owing to his initiative that the Horse Breeding 
Act of 1918 became law. He was a veterinary 
surgeon himself, and was all ee the pioneer 
of soundness, both in males and females. The 
doings of the Seaham Harbour stud under his 
regime would fill a volume in itself. In 1880 he 
inaugurated an annual sale, and that was one of 
the leading events in the Clydesdale calendar. 
When the original stud was dispersed in 1910 
the average for the 77 head was £117 14s. 10d., 
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and the total realised, £9,066 4s. 6d.; no fewer 
than 32 animals made three-figure prices, and 
the highest price was 1,000 guineas, paid by Mr. 
Brydon himself for the stallion Silver Cup. The 
final sale in 1915 was even more remarkable, the 


100 animals sold realising £21,186 18s., and 
averaging £211 17s. 4d. The highest price was 
5,000 guineas, paid by Mr. James Kilpatrick, 


Craigie Mains, Kilmarnock, for Bonnie Buchlyvie. 


“SCHOOL OF ANIMAL ART” 


Proposed new facilities for artists at the 
Zoological Gardens, Regent’s Park, by the estab- 
lishment of a school of animal art were disclosed 
at a recent meeting of Middlesex Education 
Committee. 

The Secretary (Mr. H. M. Walton) reported that 
he had had an interview with Dr. Julian Huxley 
(Secretary to the Zoological Society of London) 
on the proposal. It was pointed out that at 
present no provision is made at the Zoo for 
studio work—which is in contrast with condi- 
tions in various foreign gardens—and _ that 
because of the lack of facilities in London artists 
and students work under considerable difficulties, 
notably as regards weather, the proper view of 
their models, and especially the curiosity of the 
general public, and their numbers are much 
fewer than they should be. 

To remedy this it was proposed that the 
Zoological Society should construct a_ building 
which could serve as a school of animal art. 
This would comprise: A_ studio capable of 
accommodating about 25 students; three or four 
cages into which suitable animals could be intro- 
duced to serve as models; and a small private 
room for professional artists. This could be 
arranged to have a view of one or two of the 
cages used for the students’ models, and also 
another cage for any special animal desired, 
while small animals and birds could be intro- 
duced in portable cages. - The large room could 
be used for lectures to classes of about 150, and 
it might be arranged to have occasional demon- 
strations of slow motion films of animal move- 
ment. 

The committee agreed to recommend Middle- 
sex County Council to contribute to the cost of 
the scheme and to make a contribution of £150 
a year for about ten years, when the position 
could be reviewed. or this there would be 
certain facilities for Middlesex students. 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE PUBLICATION 


The undermentioned has_ been published 
recently. Copies can be purchased through any 
bookseller, or directly from H.M. Stationery 
Office, at the following addresses: London: 
Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, and 28, Abing- 
don Street, S.W.1; Cardiff: 1, St. Andrew’s 
Crescent; Manchester: York Street; Edinburgh: 
120, George Street. 


Price Post 
Net. Free. 
«4 
House oF COMMONS PAPERS:-— 
(Session 1934-35):— 
101. Diseases of Animals 
Bill. (Lords.) Report 
from Standing Committee 
B; with the Proceedings 
of the Committee ng 0 1 0 13 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


No. 30. Voi. xv. 887 


Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 
All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 

tributor for publication. 
The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


GRUNTING IN THE HORSE* 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—Re the letter in June 29th issue of The 
Veterinary Record on_“Grunting in Horses ” 
signed by Major T. A. Bryan Cocksedge, the last 
time I held converse with our genial colleague 
was many years ago in “The Land of the 
Pharoahs.” At that precise moment he was 
grunting with great satisfaction at having backed 
a winner at 5 to 1 against. This horse had 
just carried me round, first + the post, in 
a hurdle race on the Gezirah race course at 
Cairo. Now this horse by “St. Luke ex 
Caruage by Turk’s Cap” gave me four rides— 
three winners and a dead heat—and was one 
of the greatest bafflers it has ever been my lot 
to have the pleasure of riding in a race. Inci- 
dentally, he was one of the worst “ grunters” 
I have ever known in the stable. own in 
Alexandria where racing was carried on in the 
summer and where the atmosphere was distinctly 
humid, he was a decided whistler in all his 
paces. Up in Cairo, where, during the winter 
season, racing takes place, and where there is 
an extremely dry atmosphere, any veterinary 
surgeon who did not know him “would have 
had no hesitation in passing him sound in his 
wind. The horse eventually went to stud, proved 
himself one of the best stallions there, and 
never transmitted the complaint to any of his 
offspring. Now, what would have happened 
if he had at the interval of a week been examined 
by different veterinary surgeons in both places? 
Different certificates—unpleasantness. It might 
seem extraordinary, but it is a fact that a race- 
horse, with bad wind infirmity, will have 14 lb. 
to 21 lb. better form on an inland course than 
on a seaside course. 

I often think of the mistakes that I might 
make and the wrong opinions that I might 
gre after an examination of a horse which I 
nave seen only for one hour. 

As a boy I spent most of my holidays with 
trainers and rode for them in the mornings. 
As a student I held a trainer’s licence under 
Jockey Club Rules, and when I was handed my 
Diploma I went out through the College portals 
like a Royal Hunt Cup winner that had been 
let in the Handicap 28 Ib. light. 

I reached home full of effervescence—the fond 
male parent looked at me with the cold and 
cod-fish eye and uttered the words “ You think 
you know it all, do you not?” Being. still 
a bit “ gassy” I said, “ Well, not all of it, but 
a good bit.” I was then knocked out in the 
betting—33 to 1 on offer and no takers—when 
he of the eagle optic, in accents clear and 
calm, informed me that I knew “ nothing.” That 
was many moons ago and I am satisfied to-day 
that, although getting a living, I know less than 
nothing about legs and wind. 

have not kept a record of all the racehorses 
and polo ponies which have passed through my 
hands, but I do know that between training 
and riding I had 427 winners, comprising 
thoroughbreds, country-breds and Arabs. 

En passant, I never came across a true Bedouin 
Arab wrong in his wind in all these years. 


* Publication unavoidably delayed. 
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Through a life-time of observation spent on 
horses under my care, and seeing them with 
infirmities in different phases of work and train- 
ing, I now, when asked to go and examine a 
horse, implore the immortal deities to give me 
extra guidance. 

As a third year student I was legged up on a 
“ grossy” two-year-old colt named Bungebah by 
Persimmon, and ordered to go down and bring 
him along a nice half-speed three furlongs. This 
was absolutely his first sharpener, and to my 
surprise he made as much noise as 10,000 mother 
mosquitoes defending their young. My face must 
have been a study when I[ told the trainer “ he 
was gone in his wind.” The trainer laughed 
and said “Do not worry, he will be all right 
after a bit.” In three months the colt was all 
right. Experience in after years proved to me 
that many of this strain were the same and 
that after a lot of fast work the noise dis- 
appeared. No veterinary surgeon in this world 
would have passed them when “ grossy.” He 
would have condemned them and afterwards 
looked foolish, if he had not known the breed. 

Let us consider little stocky horses, like minia- 
ture dray horses, trained over a distance of 
ground (14 miles and upwards) until they are 
pictures of muscular development. I have known 
cases then begin to make a noise. A _ horse’s 
heart muscles in training develop as do his 
body muscles, and these stocky sorts to a greater 
degree than Pharoah’s lean kine. They arrive at 
that stage of super-cardiac muscular develop- 
ment when they get undue pressure onthe cardiac 
nerve and automatic upsetting of nervous nutri- 
tion and so on to the phrenic and eventually 
to the left recurrent laryngeal, and then noise 
supervenes. I have had cases in which, on turn- 
ing them out of training immediately the noise 
begins, and giving them three months’ rest, 
not over-feeding them, until such time as occurs 
a general atrophy of all the muscles through 
lack of usage, on bringing them back into train- 
ing one finds that the noise has disappeared. 
Of course, in the first place, if the animal were 
still kept in training when the noise commenced, 
true hypertrophy of the cardiac muscles would 
follow and roaring would be permanent. 

An owner came to me and stated that a friend 
of his had bought him a mare in France and 
she was coming to me to be trained. Information 
received: Name, Tata, four years, by Go to Bed 
ex Weyuacht (?). She had not been on a course 
since running as a two-year-old. Well, I expected 
something, and I was not disappointed when 
she arrived! The outside sesamoid on the off 
fore would have made a wonderful haf peg 
for a large size in hats. When cantered she 
sounded like a “ musical box.” 

It was no use my saying I would not find 
her on a foggy night or would not buy her 


with bad money. There she was, and it was, 


a long way to_send her back via the Mediter- 
ranean Sea to France. I performed the roaring 
operation, but it was not a success. At any 
rate, she was sent into training and ended up 
by winning eleven races, including the Metro- 
politan and Christmas Handicaps, and was never 
a day sick or lame in her training—this not- 
withstanding a semi-anchylosis of the fetlock joini 
developing. 

An owner (in the stable) asked me to go and 
look at an Arab named Matruh that had never 
sported silk and which was for sale. This one 
had the mark of the Prophet’s thumb on him 
all right, but unfortunately from_a_ prospective 
buyer’s point of view he had a large ringbone 
on the near fore and below this a portion of 
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anatomy which carried a shoe and had some 
resemblance to a_foot—a_ real _ pathological 
delight. In spite of his being a lean sort, not 
requiring much hard work, I would have none 
of him. Can you imagine my feelings when, 
within three weeks, this museum exhibit came 
out and won five of the best with his ears 
pricked—+the potential owner all the time, like 
the Red Shadow in the “ Desert Song,” hovering 
round me and asking “ What about it?” 

I do not suppose the opportunity is given 
to many to be called in to a displaced or luxated 
patella owned by a horse racing for his life 
(sic) in the near future. There was a classic 
candidate so affected which no doubt caused his 
trainer to have a few sleepless nights. He was 
rested whilst all the world wondered. On the 
great day he came out and duly connected with 
the spoils. Why should he not have been out 
as usual with the string the next morning? As 
Major Cocksedge states, there is too much pam- 
pering of the thoroughbred at home. 

In 1924 I bought a little horse (Arab) named 
Fahd out of a “ seller.” He finished down the 
course and I got him for £25. He appeared 
in dreadful condition and had received in the 
past about a whole pharmacy of tonics, so, for 
a change, I tried food and plenty of it with 
variety. After 13 weeks he looked as if he 
had been fed with a bicycle pump and was 
working accordingly. I engaged him in a big 
race and after the handicap came out, sold him 
(on condition that he stayed with me) to a Greek 
(nevertheless a good fellow, and what a gambler! ) 
advising him to back it well; and he did indeed, 
to good purpose. Being more or less an early 
riser | was in that horse’s box at day-break the 
morning of the race, just to see that he was as 
I expected him to be. His bedding was all 
“topsy-turvy ” and he was standing up in the 
corner like a monument of misery, with a luxated 
patella, near hind. I threw him and adopted 
the technique advised by the text books. Sweet 
music—the patella goes back with a_ pleasing 
click. I then shackled the near hind pastern 
to the near fore, let him up and left him. | 
was haunted by the shadow of all the money 
the owner had invested, and as the animal was 
backed ante post, the money would be lost if 
the horse did not run. If he ran and displaced 
the patella again the owner would be no poorer. 
If anything happened he might have interfered 
with some other horses. Well, racing is a kind 
of sport and not a drawing-room game. He went 
to the starting post all right, and how did he 
win it! There was still plenty of corn in Egypt, 
but it did not stop him luxating that aie 
until I put a permanent shackle on his near fore 
and hind. He won five races after this episode 
and never was a day out of some kind of 
exercise. 

Now, sir, I will draw to a close and apologise 
for taking up so much space. If you think these 
little experiences are of interest to your readers 
I could let you have a few more relating to 
horses which have been under my care in Eng- 
land during the last 18 months: cases showing 
how easy it is for a brother professional to slip 
when he comes in to make an examination for 
soundness. I live for horses and dogs, but I 
would much rather go and hoe a field of turnips 
than examine a high-priced animal for a really 


clean ticket. 
Yours faithfully, 


Joun HI, 
Fernbank, 
Polegate, 
June 29th, 1935. 
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